|85 Commemorative Issue 1085

NEW BREED

Voice of the Metis and Non-Status Indians of Saskatchewan

ore wWos

NSUS SMOMMYN O7vd4d4n8
001 xO08 Od

SMNYAYN 01v4d4Ng=-d4303




Executive Director
Joan Beatty
Administrative Assistant
Yvonne Nagy

NEW BREED STAFF
Editor

Jean-Paul Claude
Typesetler

Jo-Ann Amyolte
Contributors:

Lee LaVallee

Tina LaRose’

Larry Laliberte

Harry Green

Victoria McCullum
Wendy Roy

Don McLean

Sandy Greer

Howard Adams
Batoche Centenary Corporation
Rocky Woodward
Leila Hill

Emily Major

Daryl Piche

Pierre Poitras

Thelma Foster
Darlene Delorme

L.R. McKay

Dr. Peler Charlebois

July - August 1985 Vol. 16 No. 7

NEW BREED

“Voice of Saskatchewan Metis and Non-Status Indians*

$1.50

Contents

From the Desk of Editor

Back to Batoche 2
Editorial - Yesterday The Keytoa

Better Tomorrow 4
Messages 7-11
Ottawa Talks - Revisited 12
AMNSIS News 14
The Youth of Batoche 15
Murray McKenzie

Metis Photographer 16
Metis Song 18
Memories of Batoche 20
Green Lakes A Historic Composition 22
Interview - Arlo Yuzicapi

Norman Babineau (Batoche Liaison) 24
‘The Metis Struggle For Independance

Further West 28
Chronology of a Nation 34
Official Schedule of Events 36
Back To Batoche Theme Song Winner

and Official Batoche Poem 39
Poems 40-41
Recipes 42-43
Letters 44

returned upon request.

(Wehtamatowin).

New Breed is looking for community reporters. 1T you are inferested please tontact:

Freelance Articles and Photos:

Articles submitted to New Breed and subsequently used for publication shall be paid for at the rate of $2.50 per
column inch (10pt., 13 pica). All articles must be signed, however, your name will be withheld upon request. Views
expressed are not necessarily those of Wehtamatowin Corporation and free expression of opinion is invited. We
reserve the right to publish whole or paris of articles submitted.

Photos that are submitted with articles shall be paid for at the rate of $5.00 per published photo. These shall be

Poems submitted will be paid at the rate of 75 cents per line, minimum $5.00 and maximum $25.00.
New Breed is published ten-twelve limes a year through the Saskatchewan Native Communications Corporation

Editor, New Breed
210-2505-11th Avenue
Regina, Sask. S4F O0K6

CANADA POST SECOND CLASS MAIL, REGISTRATION NO, 4649

New Breed/July-August/ 1985

Page 1



FROM THE DESK OF
THE EDITOR

by Jean-Paul Claude

Sinclair Goes
‘Back To Batoche’

Yes the news is out, to the dis-
may of some and joy of most. Jim
Sinclair has again reccived a clear
mandate 1o lead the members of the
Associalion of Metis and Non-Stat-
us Indians of Saskatchewan (AMN-
SI8), for yet another term.

In the past l'ew years, Sinclair has
been harshly criticized from many
fronts as being ungualified to speak
for the Metis Tactions of AMNSIS
on the basis of his being an ‘Indian’,
It was heard many times that as
such, he could not fully appreciate
the Metis position and aims and,
that being the case, it was often sug-
gested he step aside and allow a
‘pure’ Meris president to lead the or-
ganization. In the same breath these
people sugpested, as would logically
follow, that AMNSIS disband, leav-
ing the Non-Status members to fend
for themselves in organizing some
form of representation. Although
these ideas were well publicized it is
only more obvious today that these
are views held by a very small seg-
ment of the organization.

There are those who might sug-
gest that these individuals who
would separate the powerful organi-
zation that AMMNSIS has become
should not be allowed & voice, by
which to spread and advertise their
ideas. That however would only
tend to add more fuel to these sim-
mering fires of discontent.

One of the basic principles both
Jim Sinclair and AMNSIS have
fought to establish and maintain
throughout the years has been a
democratic election process whereby
the AMNSIS membership would
choose their leaders and the direc-
tion they wanted those leaders to
take while representing them. This
one person-one vote system has re-
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mained intact and that has become
more than evident following the re-
cent AMNSIS elections.

Earlier this year, the AMNSIS
general membership again voted
unanimously fo continue to have
their organization represent the po-
sition and aims of both the Metis
and non-Status Indian people of
Saskatchewan and now they have
apain chosen Jim Sinclair, in a ma-
jority takes all, democratic election,
Lo be the man to take them Back to
Baloche and beyond.

There is no doubt that those who
would hope to divide this powerful
organization which has always been
at the forefront of Native Canadian
politics, will persist in their divisive
efforts, and that is as it should be.
AMNSIS"s strength has and always
will lie in it's democratic process.
Discontents and even radicals from
within the organization must always
be allowed a [ree and equal voice in
the general mandates and day to day

direction and operations of AMN-
SIS. A strong democratic govern-
ment exists only because of an
equally strong opposition. Once
that apposing voice is quelled, then
and only then does the democracy
risk becoming a dictatorship.

If the sacred privilege of opposi-
tion is ever denied the AMNSIS
membership, the principles upon
which AMNSIS was founded will
die and with them, AMNSIS iself
will most surely follow.

Happily, that is not the case and
never will be., AMNSIS is stronger
today than ever before. AMNSIS
has been, is and always will be a
democracy, little different than the
democratic system of government
that fourisked a hundred years ago
under Louis Riel and his Provisional
government.

Yes, Louis Riel took us to Ba-
toche and Jim Sinclair will be taking
us Back to Batoche. C

Back To Batoche

Back to Batoche, a catchy phrase
indeed but what does it really mean
to you as a Metis, Indian or non-Na-
live participant, Many of you return
to Batoche each year for the annual
celebrations, so surely it is more
than a mere invitation to attend
once more, Is it a commercialized
slogan by which the organizers of
this prestigious event hope fo
squeeze the last tourist dollar from
the holidayers’ pockets? One look at
the balance book of past celebra-

tions along with the expense sheet of
this year's organizers would con-
vince anyone whal a ludicrous sug-
gestion this is. Then what is it?
What is Back to Batoche and what
does it mean?

I suppose one could say it is
many things to many people, but to
be entirely accurate I would think
that the difficulty in definition
comes from the fact that it is not
really a slogan as much as an idea; a
thought; a feeling that anyone who
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Yesterday;

The Key To A Better Tommorrow

It is almost 20 years ago since I
went on a trip up the west side of
Northern Saskatchewan and visited
the Meiis communities ol Green
Lake, Beauval, Buffalo Narrows,
and La Loche. Yet it seems like only
yesterday. Il was a beautiful Sep-
tember day as I rode along with a
university professor who was to in-
troduce me 1o the white establish-
ment officials and teachers. I played
the role as a white professor from
the university. I never dreamt that T
would again look upon the ugliness
of racism, discrimination and op-
pression. Semehow T thought that
such things had been removed from
Metis communities. | wag badly mis-
taken and severely shocked. We
stopped at Beauval and had after-
noon tea with the arrogant white
teachers in their lovely modern
homes with all the conveniences
which sharply contrasted with the
log shacks of the Metis homes scat-
tered among the dusty streets. The
teachers’ homes were surrounded by
a ten foot high fence of heavy wire,
topped with barb wire. As we walk-
ed through the heavy steel gate, my
feelings compared to those of a
Black in South Africa. The teachers
were quick to explain this was neces-
sary protection from the ‘primi-
tives’. A few years ago that was me.
As we drank tea in the lovely front
living rooms. from bone china cups
two little Metis kids ran past the
houses. The racist white mother ran
vul to drag her child into the house
to prevent any contact with the
brown skin Kids, “They are dirty,
and often diseased” she claimed.
Only with great control I did not
throw the cup through the front
window.

There was more. We went 1o the
schools and saw some of the nuns
who were also teaching Meiis kids.
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By Howard Adams

They were just being dismissed for
the day. In a most saintly, but pa-
tronizing voice as she watched the
last kid disappear, she turned and
proclaimed to me, ““Aren’t those
dear little kids so cute™. Bul 1 heard
it as ‘‘Aren’t those dear little ani-
mals so cute™.

That evening we visited the ANR
Council meeting; the white estab-
lishment that managed the commu-
nity, All men, who amused them-
selves by telling foul jokes about the
natives, using the worst form of ste-
reotyped language and images. |
went (0 bed with hate and violence
in my heart. I thought I was beyond
the age of ¢rying. Crying in agony as
I had done so often in my old Metis
home at St. Louis. I reran the day’s
activities through my mind; I was
sure | could hear the mournful cries
of the many tender-hearted Melis
kids.

In La Loche we visited Father
Mathieu in his heavenly adorned
rectory on the crown of the only hill
in town. It looked down over the
numerous Metis shacks surrounded
in the hollow below. Inside we had a
gourmet dinner with the arrogant
and esotistical priest, which was
served by the subservient nuns. Ap-
parently ‘primitives’ were not al-
lowed inside God’s house. We lis-
tened to the great white Father
speak of his flock of Metis ‘child-
ren’. Later, we heard him command
these ‘children’ (adults, as if they
were seriously retarded. Yei, they
worshipped the ground he walked
on. [t was pathetic.

The next summer, | retraced my
trip to the north west. Bul, this time
1 wenl alone in my little volkswagon
bug. Being on my own lime, 1 vis-
ited the Metis people as a Halfbreed
brother, I held meetings, discus-
sions, listened to their many prob-

lems. That of racism was upper-
most, but others included unem-
ployment, police brutality, poverty,
poor housing, and oppression in all
its ugliness. They were hungry, an-
gry and ready for confrontation
with their oppressors. What seemed
to be the missing link at this time
was leadership to organize the peo-
ple and articulate their needs to the
white establishment.

It is uselessness to attempt nego-
tiations with a colonizer. He has all
the mechanisms for control on his
side: police, courts, parliament, et¢,
He can play pelitical games with the
colonized and never lose. My intui-
tion urged me to work for political
organization and action. From then
on 1 spent as much time as possible
in the Indian/Metis communities
for political activities. Only by rais-
ing the political consciousness of
these people and mobilizing them
into a wide constituency could we be
effective in negotiating solutions for
these many problems. We would
confront our oppressor with the
only tools we had; power that comes
from demonstrations, sit-ins, pic-
kelting and mass protests. I firmly
believed that political education and
action had to take place in the home
communilies of the native people. It
was an area they knew well. They
could identify their oppressors [rom
their doorsteps. Later, as political
consciousness rose and greater so-
phistication of confrontational ac-
tions developed, we could then oc-
cassionally mobilize a mass demon-
stration at the seats of the mighty in
their offices in parliament, court
house, IAD, and the Welfare Estab-
lishment.

In March 1967 the Saskatoon
Star Phoenix guoted Professor Ho-
ward Adams as saying, ‘‘Certainly
we are militant, but this does not in-

New Breed/July-August/1985



volve planning open warfare. It will
be directed toward organized con-
structive solutions to our problems.
Professor Adams, himsell a Metis,
appears (o be well on his way to be-
coming such a leader and says quite
frankly he hopes he may be the cat-
alyst in welding the Indians and Me-
tis of this province together to pro-
mote our own political upgrading
and to recognize ourselves as an in-
tegral, essential and valued segment
of Canada.”

From 1967 onwards, it was a
conlinuous struggle trying to get
justice for our crucial issues such as
welfare, housing, unemployment
and education, Already many com-
plaints were being heard from sever-
al native communities. They were
quickly awakening to the injustices
as last class citizens of white su-
premacy Canada. The national me-
dia was shocking the self-righteous
and complacent Canadians, Natives
began to feel a sense of power. In
the summer of 1969 the Federal
Government was moved to action
by a Task Force on Poverty, The
Metis representatives stole the me-
dia show in Ottawa. The Telegram
Newspaper quoted me as saving,
“Melis are developing a political
consciousness of their wretched
plight - the white supremacy Cana-
dian society. We have realized that
we are at the very bottom and have
litile or nothing to lose.””

Welfare payments are being used
by the power structure to control us
politically. Our native communities
were becoming explosive. Later, a
Federal report we released that said
three Saskatchewan centers were po-
tential sites of racial outbreaks. Al-
though not wanting any racial vio-
lence, I was excited by the fast pace
of Indian/Metis actions,

Although [ was not an official
leader of any organization, 1 was
looked upon as a leading organizer
and spokesman for native people.
At that time two Metis organiza-
tions existed in Saskatchewan; The
Melis Society of the South led by
Joe Amyotte, and the Metis Asso-
ciation of the North led by Malcolm
Norris. In 1967 we were successful
in amalgamating the two organiza-
tions under the title of the Metis So-
ciety with Amyotte as President.
Without the help of my old friend
Rod Bishop, this would not have
been possible. Malcolm Norris, one
of the most noble and exalted Melis,
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surrendered his organization, but
only with great disappointment and
sadness.

The new organization changed
focus immediately from a bureau-
cratic agency that concerned itself
almost exclusively with selling mem-
bership cards and revising the con-
stitution to an active political organ-
ization based on regional districts
with a leader responsible for the ac-
lions of the districts.

In 1968 I was elected President of
the Metis Society. My elforts were
devoted to stepped-up political ac-
tion and mobilization of community
involyement. We had only a budget
of two thousand dollars granted by
Premier Thatcher, our visible target
of dissent. We worked on most of
the pressing problems of the native
communities throughout the pro-
vince, but tried to limit our struggles

“‘Certainly we are
militant, but this does
not involve planning
open warfare. It will
be directed toward
organized, constructive
solutions to our
problems.”’

to one issue at a time in order to
concentrate the forces which we
had. We established Welfare Com-
mittees of Native people to accom-
pany welfare recipients who were
being denied and hassled by welfare
officials. Il also raised the political
consciousness of the commitiee peo-
ple as they were able to confront
their oppressors in verbal combat,
They saw establishment’s power and
how they manipulated it 1o our dis-
advantage. However, spontaneous
conflicts continued to flare up.

The Baldwin Holel of Saskatoon
immediately brings (o the mind of
many of my old co-workers the un-
pleasaniness of discrimination a-
gainst the [ndians and Metis. After
waiting a long time, we moved to
the liguor bar and criticized the bar-
tender and the manager, Within
moments several police arrived and
immediately surrounded the bar,

supplies of liquor and the manager.
We took time in condemning the po-
lice as oppressors. We told them
with angry words how they and the
laws worked to discriminate against
us. The next day we picketed the
Baldwin with support from white
liberal supporters. Betrayal of one
of our people surfaced, something
we as leaders, must always be on
guard against, He quietly sneaked
over to inform the manager of our
upcoming picketing, and tried at the
same time to ingratiate himself to
this white bigot and enemy. 1 no-
ticed last year that this same person
is still a prominent official in AMN-
SIS today,

How well Jim Sinclair, the cur-
rent Metis President, will remember
the struggle for the native workers
at the North Battleford Park, who
were receiving less pay than white
workers for comparable work, as
well as doing the dirty manual jobs,
We mobilized the local native peo-
ple through mass community meet-
ings and we were now ready to move
for a mass demonstration in North
Battleford against the National
Park Office. My parting words to
the people at the meeting before the
demonstration were **don’( sell-out.
Refuse to accept any offers of high
paying jobs elsewhere.”

Back in Saskatoon the next
morning [ received a phone call
from North Bartleford informing
me that the native workers had heen
visited by government officials ac-
companied by a Metis brother some-
time after midnite. These native
workers were suckered into big of-
fers of wonderful jobs elsewhere,
and all three left with the midnight
raiders. We asked ourselves how
could our loyal brothers with whom
we had worked so hard, betray us,
the organization and all the Metis
and Indian people of the province.
But, discouraged as we were, we
could not give up, We moved to the
next strugele with all our intensity
and power against the colonizer.

In 1970, I left office as President
and supported Jim Sinclair who was
elected with a comfortable majority.
After that | continued to remain ac-
tive in the organization and in com-
munity struggles until T left in 1975
to teach and do research at the Uni-
versity of California in the Native
Studies Program, where | am today.
I left a political movement in which
1 was passionately involved and
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which was the heart of my life: the
liberation of the Indians and Metis
of Canada from impoverishment
and powerlessness.

In the past ten years my research
has revealed many things about our
culture; communities and leaders.
Some of it has been discouraging.
We have little indigenous culture
that we can claim as being authen-
tically Indian or Metis. Our people
are still being dominated and inferi-
orized by mainstream institutions.
Because our Metis communities and
Reserves have been historically es-
tablished by capitalism, they will re-
main permanently underdeveloped
as long as capitalism dominates our
nation. Likewise we can never be-
come independent and have power
over our own destiny under capital-
ism. Government funding only in-
creases our dependency and power-
lessness, thus forcing us to walk for-
ever in supplication with cap in
‘hand to our oppressors. The govern-
ments are moving towards establish-
ing political organizations like those
of Central America. We have to do
more than pray that they fail in their
efforts,

Breton, a Canadian anthropolo-
gist rote in 1980 that “*Since the gov-
ernment has overwhelmingly greater
resources al its disposal than do na-
tive organizations, the latter must
rely increasingly on paid white con-
sultants to prepare and present their
bargaining positions. Legal, rather
than moral or political solutions are
sought to the problems, and the
threat of court action........is one of
the principal devices that are becom-
ing characteristic of the integration
strategy.””

Notice how the governments can
manipulate us without us realizing
it. When we are weak politically, we
are vulnerable to assimilation. We
should not be fooled by a seemingly
world-wide right-wing movement.
This exists only in the ruling elites,
the mass media and a small minority
of wealthy right-wingers, There is
through-out the world, a large pro-
gressive and radical movement by
many groups and nations. We do
not hear about them because they
are denied publicity by the corpor-
ate media.

As to the future, T feel that the
organization and leaders should be
working at the community level,
even in the most remote areas and
on the smallest of issues. The local
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people should be involved in every
possible type of political and cul-
tural action. They should be in-
volved in activities that are mean-
ingful to them. By communities, 1
mean cities as well.

Without the power of a native
constituency, the governments can
cut off our funding in a minute. If
that happens, where does the leader-
ship turn for support? A handful of
articulate leaders is a good thing,
but that does not constitute a social
or political movement, We must in-
volve the masses at all levels. Like-
wise, involvement in different areas,
such as community, education, con-
stitution and underdevelopment.

I sincerely believe that as Indians
and Metis we must work on theories
of our society. Without theory we

will not grow in the intellectual as-
pects of our culture. At least, those
of us who are in the academic com-
munity should be exchanging ideas
and working together on building a
theoretical understanding of our
society and of ourselves. Without
theory, we cannot reach liberation.
Constitutional negotiations alone,
as valuable as they are will not bring
our liberation.

As oppressed indigenous people,
we are no different politically and
culturally than the oppressed indige-
nous people of Central and Latin
America, Africa, Australia and
Asia. As we move towards libera-
tion we should think about linking
together with other repressed min-
orities of the world. O

Howard Adams, (945
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1885 DRATOCHE 1985
CENTENARY CORPORATION

#5.501 45th street west, saskatoon, saskatchewan S7L 579 (306) 933-1800

Dear New Breed Readers;

The North West Resistance of 1885 was not only a critical turning point in the history
af the Metis nation, it was also an important event in the history of Canada. These deep
historical implications have made the five battles of the Resistance and the key figures in
them a source of inspiration for historians and writers alike. Despite these many and var-
ied accounts however, the Metis people still believe their side of history has not been fully
told or understood. An important factor foo, is how the Metis present is so much a pro-
duct of the past. From the earliest organizing, the Batoche Centenary Corporation
(BOC), has stressed the impact of the past on the present and indeed on the Meris future.

It is our hope ai BCC, that many hundreds of Canadians and other indigenous peo-
ples will enjoy and learn from the commemorations of 1885. We hope as well, that all
participants will see 1985 as a time of uniting all peoples in a spirit of true brotherhood.
Qur history and our present struggles are sitnilar. We need to come together to renew and
rebuild old ties. Let 1985 be a time of commemoration, renewal and a celebration of the
possibilities of the future.

Ms. Roberta Kelly
Chairperson,
Buatoche Centenary Committee
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Greetings All;

This year, the Metis people will experience pride and honour as they commemorate
100 years of certain historical events occurred which would establish them as frue Ab-
original people of Canada. In 1885, the Metis fought and dies To Establish Their Right
To A Land Base And Self-Government In What Has Come To Be Known As The North-
west Resistance.

“We shall fail perhaps, bui the rights for which we fought will never die.” These pro-
phetic words of Louis Riel still ring true today, Although overwhelming numbers of
armed Canadian troops overcame the 1885 Metis defence force, they could not quiet the
dream to realize the inherent rights of a land base and self-government which is still in the
hearts of the Metis today.

For the first time in 100 years, the Canadian government has recognized that the Melis
have a constitutional right to negotiate for land and self-government. The Association of
Metis and Non-Status Indians of Saskatchewan is working diligenily to fulfill the century
old mission to negotiate a just Aboriginal rights settlement for the Metis so their right to
self~determination is entrenched in the Canadian constitution and can never be taken
away by arbitrary govermment actions. )

On behalf of the AMNSIS Executive and Membership, I wish to welcome all visitors
to Back To Batoche, as they share with us the spirit of the Metis dream and the pride of
the Metis Nation.

Sincerely
Jim Sinclair
AMNSIS President
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CANADA

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER MESSAGE DU PREMIER MINISTRE

1 am very pleased to offer my congratulations and
best wishes to the readers of New Breed Magazine on the
occasion of its commemorative edition celebrating one
hundred years of Metis history in Canada.

If there is a lesson to be learned from a century
of Metis history, it is that determination and courage are
essential to the preservation of a people's culture. But
the Metis Nation has done more than simply survive; it has
grown and prospered to the point where it plays a vital
role in Canada's strength and diversity. I know that the
hearts of Canadians are with you as you celebrate this
landmark year in your people's heritage.

I trust 1985 will continue to be a year of

reflection on past successes, and T wish you all the best
in meeting the challenges of the years ahead.

(i Wlastuooty

OTTAWA
1985
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Saskatchewan
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Premier Legislative Building
of Saskatchewan Regina, Canada
S48 0OB3

(306) 787-6271

MESSAGE FROM PREMIER GRANT DEVINE

on behalf of the Government of Saskatchewan, it gives me
great pleasurs to contribute to the commemorative
souvenir edition of New Breed Magazine, celebrating a

century of growth and development for the Metis people.

Preserving history is vital as a measure of our
beginnings and how far we have progressed. There have
been many changes in Western Canada in the past 100
years, and many positive advances in the Province of

Saskatchewan since its formation in 1905.

I join with my colleagues in the Government in extending
best wishes to the Metis people as they commemorate the
events of the past century, which are part of the history
of our country and of our province. We join with the
Metis in looking forward tc the future. By working
together, citizens of Saskatchewan will create a future
for our province rich with opportunity for generations to

come .

Yours sincerely,

r

It e

Grant Devine

Premier

Page 10
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Saskatchewan

= Leader of the Legislative Building
.—'i-‘\?\f—’f: Opposition gigir:):-gSCanada
mm (306) 5652820
Telex: 071-3100
Dear Editor;

It is my pleasure to take part in this special commemorative
edition of New Breed magazine which marks one hundred
years of growth and achievement for Saskatchewan and the
Metis people.

The contributions of Metis people to our province have been
numerous. Unfortunately, these contributions have not
always been recognized or understood by all.

On behalf of my colleagues in the New Democrat Caucus,
and on behalf of all Saskatchewan New Democrats, | extend
our sincerest wishes for the continued success of your
struggles, and our deep felt hope that the next century will
eclipse the achievements of the past.

Yours sincerely,

Allan Blakeney

New Breed/ July-August/1985 Page 11



OTTAWA TALKS

REVISITED

by Jean-Paul Clande

Ottawa- The 19835 First Ministers’
Conference on Aboriginal Issues,
saw Prime Minister Mulroney host
his first Aboriginal Conference and
the new kid on the block seemed
determined to succeed where
the*good old boys’, who preceeded
him had failed. Time and time
again Mulroney was seen Lo almost
bend over backwards to make
sometimes, petty concessions (o
smooth out potentially eruptive
disagreements which could, if left
untended, result in an unfortunate
impasse.

The conference began with the
usual round the table rhetoric which
is almost customarily, part and
parcel of such meetings. As the
conference continued, it became
more and more evident that the
issues that have plagued any
meaningful progress in the past,
remained as much a pain in the side
to this assembly of lawmakers and
history writers as ever before.

Presentations were made in
respect 10 a numiber of issues which
included the special concerns of
Native women and youth and
although extremely valid, they were
dealt with as quickly as common
courtesy would allow. Prior to the
two day meeting, Mulroney had
circulated a proposal which he
hoped would lead to entrenchment
of self-government for Canada’s
Native people, He seemed unwilling
1o allow other issues, regardless how
impertant or valid, to bog down the
progress and acceptance of his own

proposal.
Mulroney’s original proposal was
quickly struck down as

unacceptable by a good number of
the provinces, though accepted by
all Native leaders, This
disappointing turn of events was
followed by a barage of formal and
informal conferences which
reportedly lasted well into the early
hours of the second day. When
government and Native leaders
finally emerged [rom their reclusive
and clandestine-like meetings, il was
evident that much work had been
Page 12

done. It seemed thal progress might
actually be made, with a workable
agreement by most, if not all, before
the conference was to adjourn later
that day.

The second proposal seemed Lo
be going along too well. Three of
the four Premiers who had rejected
the first proposal, tabled by
Mulroney, were in [ull support of
the second which two of them had
had a hand in developing.
Saskatchewan and Nove Scolia said
they were happy with the second
draft as they had shared in it's
present format which included an
important clause which ensured

provincial participation in
negotioations for Native Self
Government.

Alberta was the only province to
reject both proposals on the
grounds that they could not accept
an agreement which did not
specifically define (he exact
structure of a Native Self-
Government.

Initially, Bill Bennet, Premier of
B.C.,rejected the second proposal
as he was apprehensive about future
law suits. B.C. is the only province
with large land tracts that are not
attached to treaties or aboriginal
land c¢laims. However, Bennet
changed his mind when pounced

upon by Mulroney with accusations
of bureaucratic stero-typing.
Mulroney said it was time the
government and Indian people sat
down together to settle a wrong that
had plagued Canada for much too
long.

Premier Hatfield of New
Brunswick, was by far the most
voeal in his support of Native Self-
Government when he said that
Canada had, for too long, taken the
Native people for granted and
should give them their fair share of
justice,

Just as there was serious
disagreement among the
government leaders, so was there on
the other side of the table. Native
leaders from the Assembly of First
Nations (AFN), the Native Council
of Canada (NCC), the Meris
National Council (MNC), and
the Inuit Commitlee on National
Issues(ICNI), had all accepted the
proposal tabled on the first day of
talks. The second proposal however
was found 1o be wanting by two of
the Narive groups.

Chief David Ahenakew, speaking
for the AFN said that the second
deal was no more than a ‘watered
down’ deal of the first draft. While
commending Mulroney for his
exhauslive efforts, Ahenakew said
that the second deal contained some
serious flaws which rendered it
totally unacceptable. His first
concern was that the second draft
failed to constitutionalize Native
rights prior to negotiations while at
the same time, it did not contain any
compelling committement to

negotiate. In addition, the new deal
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gave the provinces velo power over
Native groups if they should feel
that negotiations were not leaning in
their own favor. This provision was
not in the original proposal.

The second Native group in
opposition to the second deal was
ICN1, who voiced many of the
congerns expressed by Ahenakew.
In addition, TCNI spokesman
Zebeedee Nungak said, ““The way
this (the proposal) is drafted, we are
putting in jeopardy the conditions
of Tnuit who live in the provinces.
We have very serious concerns and
reservations about the clauses and
the clause specifically that deals
with provincial participation.’

The MNC, came to the
constitutional table with a definate
goal as staled by Sam Sinclair,
president of the Metis Association
of Alberta, in his opening remarks
when he suaid the main objective of
the MNCwas o fulfill the wish of
their Torelathers which was the right
to a lund base and self-government,

At the close of the conference
they left with much less, for
although they had reluctently
acceepred the second proposal,
consensus could not be reached and
Mulroney  looked somewhat
dejected as he adjourned the
meeting until the end of May. Jim
Sinclair, president of the
Association of Metis and Non-
Status of Saskatchewan ended his
comments by saying he hoped his
native brothers did not feel he had
sold them down the river by
accepting the second deal rather
than going along with those who
opposed it.

Fred house, president of the

Metis  Associsation of British
Columbia left by saying that he was
still optimistic. 1 feel good about
the conference because the Prime
Minister said very clearly, he is
willing 1o meet the Metis and Non-
Status Indians. The Prime Minister
gives me more encouragement (o
continue the fight.”'

It was clear from the onset, that
the Metis and Non-Status Indians
were coming to the table with an
obvious handicap in that the Federal

Government had no specific
responsibility in terms of their
demands. Such was not the case

with the Inuit or Indian groups who
came to the talks with established
rights which had been negotiated
with previous governments. It was
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thus clear that the MNC was indeed
under heavy pressure to an
agreemenl. As Jim Sinclair put it,
‘“*A heavy load will rest on my
shoulders if we do not return with
agreement.”’

Although the conference ended
without an agreement persay, there
was what seemed to be an honest
and concentrated effort by most
presenl Lo continue working
towards that agreemenl as soon as
possible.  The Inuit leaders would
return for council from their people,
as would the other Native leaders.
The Provincial governments would
return to the bargaining tables with
the Native groups in their respective
provinces and the Federal
governmenl would continue 1o seek
an acceptable compromise if indeed
one existed. As well, Mulroney
would have to make good his
promise (0 meet with Metis and
Non-Status Indian people for the
express purpose ol discussing land
and self-government issues as this
was the committement which gained
MNC suppeort to the linal proposal.
According (o Jim Sinclair, the MNC
came away from the conference in a
much stronger position than before
they arrived il not for Mulroney’s
personal committement alone.
MNC has no need to feel they have
failed for they above all have
improved their lot greatly through
the series of First Minister’s Talks
on Aboriginal Issues. Prior to this
process, the Metis and Non-Status
Indians were not recognized
officially ar all. The Non-Status
Indians, due to the fact that they
had lost their status, one way or
another had a basis to begin
negotiations to regain that status.
The Metis However, had never been
recognized, in fact had been denied
recognition over the years and
ultimately had no constitutional
grounds to base their negotialions
on. Both groups then have made
tremedous advances in their quest to
be recognized as true Aboriginal
people of Canada with all the rights
inherent  with that status
constitutionally enshrined and
protected from the courts or future
law makers.

The planned meeting for the end
of May did take place behind closed
doors, put provided little in
the way of a final solution for any
of Canada's Native groups. The
meeting ended earlier than planned

due to the fact that there were too
many people with too many
opinions who were left lost as how
to entrench Aboriginal Rights in the
Canadian Constitution.

Premier Haltfield of New
Brunswick, who originally
suggested the two month leave from
the talks commented that the
resulting meeting was a waste of
everybody’s time, Hatfield had left
the April meetings as the strongest
supporter of entrenchment to
Aboriginal Rights, but it was
obvious from his comments that his
support was seriously waning.

The result of the disasterous
meeting was that the Provincial and
Federal Governments will meet
alone in the hopes of reaching a
consensus. Once they have
accomplished that; if they can
accomplish that, then they will meet
with the Native groups onan
individual basis in an effort to reach
an agreement there as well.

The outcome should please
MNC, for not only did they not lose
any ground from the resulis of the
April meeting, but the governments
conclusion would tend to recommit
the Federal as well as the Provincial
Government to meeting with MNC
to discuss and arrive at a workable
solution to the problem of agreeing
on self-government and land base
rights as well as entrenching thoge
rights in the Canadian Constitution,

The Status people couldn’t have
been more pleased as evidenced by
Ahenakew when he called the final
result a blessing in disguise. “It’s
what I wanted in the first place, “’he
commented as he rushed off to
catch a pre-scheduled flight.

Keith Penner, Federal Liberal
critic for Indian and Northern
Affairs, seemed more upset than
anyone over whal he referred to as a
never ending stalemate over a
“simple affirmation of self-
government,” Are we going to keep
Aboriginal people locked up under a
totalitarian department and an
outmoded act forever?’ he asked
oulside the meeting.

Mr. Penner's sharp remarks had
the true ring ol an opposition critic,
though with a somewhat hollow
tone, as many will certainly
remember the limired success of the
past Liberal Government when
faced with the same perplexing
problem.
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AMNSIS

By Jean-Paul Claude

If there were any surprises to be
realized afler the recent Association
of Metis and non-Status Indians of
Saskatchewan (AMMNSIS) elections,
it certainly wasn't to come in re-
gards to the office of AMNSIS pre-
sident, Jim Sinclair, who has fled
AMMNSIS as President for the past
16 years, came away from the polls
with a comfortable 723 vote lead a-
head of Rod Durocher of Prince Al-
bert, who was the only other candi-
date seeking the office of president,

Following is the afficial count of
all candidates as released from the
offices of Mark Winkler, Official
Returning Officer.

AMNSIS Provincial Election
Official Count

President:

Jim Sinclair - 2698

Rod Durocher - 1975
Vice-President:

Wayne McKenzie - 2231
Ray Hamilton - 1080
Phillip Chartier - 978
Gary Laplante - 355
Treasurer:

Jimmy Durocher - 3424
James Daigneault - 1214

Secrefary:

Allan Morin - 1053

Rod Bishop - 897

Frank Tomkins - 885

Kevin Daniels - 601

Winston Mckay - 513
Page 14

Election Results

Eugene Aubichon-411
Claude Petit - 266

Northern Region I:
Emil Hanson - 29
John (Sonny) Lepine - 27
Northern Region I1:
Norman Hanson - 435
Armand Murray - 159
Remi Murray - 152
Northern Region IT1:
Jim Favel - 413
Tommy Roy - 160
Eastern Region 1:
George Morin - 209
Bill Daniels - 140
Pierre Dorion - 30
Leon McCauley - 27
Leonard Morin - 17
Eastern Region I1:
Alvin Campeau - 147
Robert Harris - 49

Eastern Region 11-A:
Edwin Pelletier - 75
Gary Martin- 74
Dennis Langan - 62
Lawrence Pelletier - 15

Eastern Region I11:
Dominique Lafontaine - 81
Paul Tourand - 63
Maurice Blondeau - 36
Western Region I:
Rose Bishop - 228
Mary L*Heureux - 172
Euclid Boyer - 66
Larry Nault - 66
Western Region I-A:
Morley Norton - 163
Dave Ross - 163
Western Region II:
Merle Fidler - 241
Norman Babineau - 122
Clovis Regnier - 109
Henry Cummings - 67
Aurele Lalonde - 65
Waestern Region ILI:
Ed Neufield - 399

Don Ross - 346

Paul Lalontaine - 52
Conrad LaVallee - 22

New Breed has been informed
that there may be some by-elections
and in the event that such by-elec-
tions occur, New Breed will report
them as announced. O

Charlebois School
Cultural Week 1985

By L.R. McKay

Cumberland House - The students
of Charlebois School put down their
pencils and textbooks and took time
to learn about their people and
themselves - the Metis.

From May 6 - 10, the staff, stu-

dents and community members cele-
brated the Third Annual Cultural
Week.

The Cultural Week started off
with a Buckskin Day on Monday
morning and throughout the week,
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students were involved in various
activities. They listened to Jim Sin-
clair deliver a lecture on the Consti-
tution; were amused by Cree Leg-
ends about Wesakechak; had a
chance to tour a local artist's work
and watched him sketch wildlife; at-
tended workshops conducted by the
Gabriel Dumont Institute and the
Saskatchewan Indian Federated
College; and even watched a slide
presentation on Thailand given by
two teachers who visired us during
our celebrations.

Kev events for the week were a
Cultural Supper and a Cultural En-
tertainment Night. The free Cultur-
al Supper comprising of traditional
Indian food such as: moose stew,
roasted muskrat, bannock and put-
chin was served to those who attend-
ed. The following evening, a Cultur-
al Entertainment Night featured the
students competing for medals in
bird/animal imitation calls and in
Metis dancing, skills previously

taught to them by community
volunteers. Both events took place
in the school gymnasium where pro-
jects completed by the students were
on display for public viewing.

Profiles of Metis Leaders; paint-
ed illustrations depicting Metis life;
dioramas and mosaics of northern
wildlife; snowshoes; miniature log
houses and dogsleds; a photo gal-
lery; research on animal/plant life
and background information on the
past and present day conditions of
Cumberland House were the pro-
ducts of the efforts made by the
teachers and students.

We have experiences that the
Cultural Week celebrations are suc-
cessful only because of the dedica-
tion given by the staff and students
of Charlebois School and by the
community of Cumberland House.
1t is only through this spirit of co-
operation that we can continue to
celebrate together, the life of the
Metis. ‘7

The Youth
of Batoche

by Karen LaRocque

More than a commemoration of

past siruggles, Batache is a celebra-
tion of the continued survival of a
great nation; the Metis Nution, The
proud children of this hardy nation
are perhaps the grealest single ele-
men! that has ensured its’ enduring
presence on the North American po-
litical, economic and cultural
scenes. In acknowledging this fact it
s more than appropriate that the
youth would receive special arten-
tion during the planned 1985 Bat-
oche activites. Such is certainly the
case with the planned International
Indigenous Youth Conference at
Batoche from July 22-26.

The Metis youth have been polit-
icallv active for many vears and
their contributions cantnol be over-
looked. One of those voung people
whe is zealously aware of what it
means o be a Metis youth in Narth
America today is Karen LaRocque,
who is both an active member aof the
Association of Metis and non-Status
Indians of Saskarchewan and the
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Saskatchewan Metis Youth Move-
ment.

Karen is a third year education
studenit at the Gabriel Dumont Insti-
tute of Applied Research and Native
Studies in Regina, Saskatchewan.
Karen hopes one day to be a contri-
butor to the political solutions to the
many problems facing her people in
fodays highly technical and fast
paced world.

New Breed recently asked Karen
to share her views on the Back to
Batoche celebrations and beyond,
The following are her own personal
comments.

The celebration of the Centenary
of the Northwest Resistance means
a variety of things to a variety of
people. To non-Native people it is
just the celebration of an anniver-
sary. To the Metis it is a time to look
back, reflect, find strength and look
to the future. Memories of the Cen-
tenary will be treasured by this gene-
ration of Metis people and by gen-
erations to come.

First, the celebration of the Cen-
tenary of the Northwest Resistance
is a source of personal pride. The
fact that T am Metis makes me
proud to say | am truly a Canadian,
The fact is that the Indians were pre-
sent on this land and nine months
after the arrival of the European

traders, the first Metis was born.

Secondly, the Centenary is a time
to meet people from all over the
world and share our culture with
them. It is a time to listen to others,
and through them, learn more about
our own culture, The Indigenous
Youth Conference is a time to talk
with youth from around the world
who are struggling just as we are,
share our struggles and discuss pos-
sible solutions with them.

Thirdly, the Centenary gives Me-
tis people the recognition of being a
part of this great nation. It proves
we are a Nation of Metis people. No
matter what the governments and
the ¢ritics say, we are being recog-
nized throughout the world as a Na-
tion of Metis people who have had
to fight in more ways than one for
the rights to our home land.

As a Metis youth [ am sad when 1
think of the number of Metis who
fought and the number of our peo-
ple who died during the battle of
1885 to establish and uphold the
rights and liberties of our Metis Na-
tion. At the same time, 1 feel a pride
and respect for these people because
of their heroism and their bravery as
they fought not only for their liveli-
hood and the right to self-deter-
mination, but for the dignity of fu-
ture Metis generations, I feel our an-
cestors should be honored and res-
pected in the hearts of all Metis peo-
ple. They should be an inspiration
to us.

We must continue to ensure that
our rights and liberties are entrench-
ed in the Canadian Constitution.
We must never be deterred. We
must never let our ancestors’ dreams
and aspirations be forgotten.

The Centenary brings us together
as a Metis Nation and rekindles in
this generation the flame that once
burned within our ancestors’ hearts.

Standing on the land where our
struggle began, will unite us and
give us the determination to work
harder to accomplish the dreams
and aspirations of our ancestors. It
will strengthen the knowledge and
bonds of the Metis people. It will in-
crease our determination (o control
our own destiny,

Finally, the Centenary of the
Northwest Resistance, will make the
Metis Nation stronger, more deter-
mined and more ready to face the
struggles that lie ahead. O
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Murray McKenzie,
Metis Photographer

Forty-one years ago a young pa-
tient in a tuberculosis sanitarium
started taking photographs with a
box camera. He used an intravenous
pole as a (ripod and the janitor’s
quarters as a darkroem while charg-
ing patients and staff 25 cents a pic-
Lure,

Today, Murray McKenzie's pho-
tographs have been used for jour-
nalistic stories in several major pub-
lications and have won awards at
Manitoba art exhibitions. Wider re-
cognition however, is long overdue
a man dedicated to embracing the
images of the elders, and the daily
life of Native children and adults in
the changing North, In this way, he
tells the world about the wisdom,
humour and way of life that have
sustained nations of people for
countless ages.

Born in 1927 at Cumberland
House, Saskatchewan, 16 a Cree
mother and Cree/Scottish father,
Murray spent much of his life in
northern Manitoba, particularly in
The Pas. To raise his family and
provide a good education so his four
children would have choices in the
modern world, Murray worked as a
trapper, fisherman, pulp wood cut-
ter, miner and hydro worker,

He shot photographs wherever
possible. Some have been printed in
the Winnipeg Free Press, (former)
Pemmican Journal, (former) Winni-
peg Tribune, Toronto Star, Mac-
lean’s, Time, US Camera and Photo
Life.

Four exhibitions in 1984 marked
a red-letter year for Murray, He
won a bronze medal as third prize at
the Manitoba Winter Games’ juried
art show. He participated in the Gil-
lam Art Fair. A collection of his
prizewinners over a five-year period
were displayed at Care Lake, a fam-
ous summer resort area. Finally, he
was invited to show in ‘Art Images
of the North’, an exhibition of win-
ning arfists at the Winnipeg Ar-
chives Building.

““1t’s really thrilling for me, not
for myself personally, but for the
Native people thal I’ve been trying
to show. Because these are the peo-
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By Sandy Greer

ple you never hear aboul, and they
are the backbone ol the Native peo-
ple. These are the people that other
people draw strength [rom.”’

Fluent in Cree, Murray has be-
come a familiar friend in several
northern communities. Here he ex-
plains why he wants to take a photo-
graph, and later gives a gift of a
large signed print to those who ap-
pear in it. Each photograph is a
story, and special moments in his
photographic career have been con-
nected to some of his favourite sub-
jects,

The highest praise, according to
Murray, came for his 1976 porirait
of Daniel Spence, a 102-year-old
trapper. Murray asked in Cree,
“Grandflather, | want to hear what
is disturbing you.”” As Daniel pazed
out the window and related his sad-
ness that he couldn’t go (rapping,
Murray took a picture. He sent it to
Yousuf Karsh, the photographer he
most admires, who congratulated
Murray on the emotional power and
beauty of the portrait. The New
York Institute of Photography
(where Murray took a two-year cor-
respondence course in the late *40's)
uses Daniel Spence’s portrait in
their advertising and enlarging kits

for their international students.
Another of Murray's memorable
experiences was photographing a
steam locomotive on one early sub-
zero morning, while the trees glis-
lened with hoar-frost. He used in-
frared film with a red filter and
quickly snapped one picture before
his fingers became numb. Not
knowing what would develop, a
stunning picture took shape in the
darkroom. The Winnipeg Tribune
used it below its masthead across
five columns; and the widely-read
US Camera gave it a two-page
spread. **It was one of the proudest
moments I guess, up to that time in
my life in photography (the *50°s).""
Murray has a close rapport with
non-Native journalist Bob Lowery,
and translates for Bob in the North.
Together they created The Unbeat-
able Breed, a book on people and e-
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vents in northern Manitoba., A sec-
ond book by the same title also is
produced by The Prairie Publishing
Company.

A notable occasion, for which
Murray says he has waited 30 years,
is the 1985 formation of the Native
Indian/Inuit Photographers’ Assoc-
jation (N.L.I.P.A.). They chose
Murray president, following a
March first Native photographers’
conference in Hamilton, Ontario,
Photographers from across Turtle
Island attended, from as far north
as Yellowknife, west as British Co-
Tumhia, and east as New Yark State.
Several programmes and archives
are currently being planned. As
well, a 1986 conlerence at the Thun-
der Bay National Exhibition Centre
and Centre [or Indian Art, in Onlar-
io is scheduled. Charles Sheppard, a
photography student in Native jour-
nalism at the Saskatchewan Indian
Federation College, is co-ordinating
an exhibition catalogue from the
March conference,

Murray has a dream. A gallery
show of the northern people, and a
book, where each photographed
subject has a page opposite, that
conveys bits of wisdom in Cree
words and which would be exactly
interpreted and unedited. **It would
really be a great step towards under-
standing Native people,”” says Mur-
ray, ““Even the faces will give you a
message.” He says he tries to ex-
press what he has learned, such as
respect and kindness, In the faces of
the elders, he sees “no contamina-
tion from the society that is now."”

Murray feels good about the in-
creasing number of young Native
people in the North who are turning
1o their elders and their Indian cul-
ture.

““When you were raised with can-
dlehght, and now have television,
radio, a hifi, all blarring in the next
room, and a perhaps even & washing
machine, it is very hard 1o bring
yvour beliefs together, as when yvou
were there all by yoursell in a log
cabin," he says.

He hopes to find the support’ to
realize his dream. “*Otherise it is like
a page of history is being held up
and burned it away. No one will
ever know what was on it

For further information about
N.LLP.A., contact Brenda Mitien
or Yvonne Maracle, 210 Napier St.,
Hamilton, Ontario, L8R 1S7; (416)
528-8487. [
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Guspurd Jeannotte and Nancy Hockley

94

Ph.‘a Credit - Wenidy Koy

Metis Songs

Reprinted by tourtesy ol Westarn Producer

Concert Singer Nancy Hockley and Gaspard Jean-
notte are working together to ensure that future
generations of Prairie Metis know their musical heri-

tage.
by Wendy Roy

Ninety-six year old Gaspard
Jeannotte and his friend Nancy
Hockley have in common a love of
the traditional songs of the Prairie
Metis.

Jeannotie has been singing since
he was a child in North Dakota and
is one of the few Metis who remem-
bers the old songs, For the past sev-
en years Hockley has been listening
to Jeannotte and recording, tran-
seribing and performing the songs.
Both want to make sure the tradi-
tion is passed on to succeeding gen-
erations of the Prairie Metis.

When the two friends met recent-
Iy at Jeannotte's home in the senior
citizens lodge in Balcarres, Sas-
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katchewan, Jeannotte broke into a
traditional Melis New Year song.
His voice was still true and the beau-
ty of the melody still eviderit.
Jeannotte told Hockley he had
heard her singing one of his songs
on the radio. The song was from the
record ““Une Chanson de Verite’ (A
Song of Truth), released last [all. Of
the 14 Metis folk songs on the re-
cord, 10 are ones Jeannotte sings.
The songs are with one exception
in French, in the dialect of the Metis
of the area around Fort Qu*Appelle,
Saskatchewan. Some songs recall
the Metis quest for autonomy, from
the battle of Seven Qaks in 1816 to
the battle of Batoche in 1885. Other

songs arc of separation, a common
occurence among the semi-nomadic
Metis. Still others tell of the Metis
family and religious life.

Jeannotte learned the songs from
his grandfather and uncles. At the
time they were living at Devil’s lake,
North Dakota, but the songs had
come from Jeannotte’s great grand-
father, wha had left Quebec as a
young man to settle in Manitoba.
Most were composed by the Melis in
Manitoba. Some were songs of the
voyageurs. Others had their origins
in Quebec, and a few were versions
of traditional songs from Medieval
France.

Even as a child Jeannotte could
hear a song once and remember il.
In 1904 when he was a boy of 15 he
left his grandfather’s home where he
had been raised, and walked to Sas-
katchewan to join his father. The re-
union was unsuccessful and Jean-
notte was left to fend on his own.
He worked at various jobs in the
Fort Qu‘Appelle area before he
began farming. One of the jobs was
at the Indian residential school in
Lebret and there he learned a few
more traditional French songs from
one of the priests.

Jeannotte married and settled in
the Lebret area. He sang at gather-
ings of the Metis community, in-
cluding dances, parties and wed-
dings. He was carrying on a tradi-
tion of centuries duration; his songs
were a way of passing on the history
and culture of a people who had no
written history.

Over the years, however, the
younger Metis stopped speaking
French, ‘and even those who knew
Gaspard Jeannotte well did not
know that *““Uncle Gaspard” sang
the old Metis songs. Jeannotie
determined to keep the tradition a-
live by teaching the songs to his son.
However when his son died several
years ago it looked as though most
of the songs would be lost. (Seven
had bheen collected in the 1960s by a
Saskatchewan folklorist.)

Then Nancy Hockley discovered
Teannotte. Hockley had been raised
on a farm north of Indian Head, 10
kilometres south-gast of Jeannotte's
little farm in the bluffs. Her grand-
father, William Hockley, had come
to Fort QuAppelle in 1881 to serve
as farm instructor on the Indian re-
SETVes.

Nancy Hockley considered Indi-
an Head her home, even though for
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20 or so years she had been spending
half of her time in Italy. She had
gone to Italy as a young woman to
study musie, had been granted a
doctorate in musicology (on the de-
velopment of wrilten music) from
an Italian university, and had work-
ed singing solo mezzo soprano on
the concer! stages there. Still, Hoek-
ley had returned to Saskatchewan
cach year Lo help run the family
farm. She described hersell as “‘a
strange combination of a flarmer
and a singer.™

Hockley's concerts in Tlaly had
included folk music of North Amer-
ica as well as classical music. She
had sung versions of Metis folk
songs including the ones collected
fromi Gaspard Jeannotie, but they
had been greatly simplified for use
in school texts.

Heockley decided to go directly to
the roots. In 1978 she asked Jean-
notle to sing his songs for her. Jean-
notte was happy to, since he knew
her tamily well and thought she
would be able 1o appreciate the
tradition. He was 89 and Hockley
said, **At that time he could sing 10
verses and end up abselutely on
pitch.”” After the first afternoon of
listening to him sing, Hockley deter-
mined she would record the songs
and perform them so they would not
be lost.

It was a difficult job, one that
could be done only by someone
trained in traditional music, as she
was, Or even betier, raised in the
Metis musical tradition, In each
s0ng, No two verses were precisely a-
like. Rarely did the melody repeat it-
self exactly. The songs had been
created and sung wirhout musical
accompaniment; they were in what
Hockley calls ‘‘natural tempera-
ment,”” which suits the variations of
a voice bul not the limitations of a
musical instrument. They reflected
the shifting rhythms of Indian rusi-
cal tradition. They also reflectec the
music of the voyageurs, whose full-
throated vibrant singing kept the
canoes together and prevented bore-
dom during long canoe trips,

Hockley found her background
in the development ol written music
helped her set down on paper the
Metis music, which had previously
only been passed on orally. Friends
who were more fluent than she in
French helped her transcribe the
words; even they sometimes had
trouble understanding the dialect,
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Hockley first performed the folk
songs in 1979, on a television pro-
gram produced in Toronto. Since
then, however, mosl of her perfor-
mances have been in Italy, where
she is known as a singer and not as a
farmer. There she has always been
known by her stage name, Lucinda
Clemens. Audiences in Italy found
it easier 1o pronounce the name, and
Hockley liked it, since it was her
grandmother’s name.

In order to explain the history of
the Melis Lo lialian audiences, most
of whom have never heard of Sas-
katchewan let alone of the Metis,
Hockley developed a narrative and
accompanying series ol historical
and contemporary slides. She inter-
spersed these in her performance of
the Metis songs.

Hockley has performed the show
only once in Saskatchewan, and that
was to let Gaspard Jeannotte hear
what she was doing. She called up
the school in Balcarres and asked if
she could borrow the auditorium, In
return, she said the Metis children in
the school could come 10 listen to
the songs.

“Of course they didn't know
they had one of the most important
folk singers in Western Canada liv-
ing in their town,”" Hockley said.
Nevertheless, the school agreed, and
Hockley performed for a group of
wide-eyed children and the enthusi-
astic senior cilizens from Jean-
notle’s lodge. Hockley thought the
acoustics in the auditorium were
odd until she realized some of the
old Metis people were singing along
with her.

Hockley recorded 10 of the 30
songs she had learned from Jean-
notte in the fall of 1983 in an old
castle-turned-studio in Ttaly. The re-
cord was printed in Ontario last fall,
and Hockley is now selling it

through stores in the Indian Head
arez and at Saskatchewan museums.
She took the title of the album from
one of the songs, ““La chanson de
Falcon,' writiten by Pierre Falcon
after the Metis victory at Seven
Qaks in 1816. An English transla-
tion of the first line of the song is:
“Would you like to hear me sing a
song of truth?"

Hockley is now back in Sas-
katchewan. She hopes that this year,
for the first time she will be per-
forming the Metis folk songs
throughout Saskatchewan. She al-
ready has plans to sing at celebra-
tions to commemorate the 100th an-
niversary of the Northwest Rebel-
lion in Batoche. She has decided
that at these performances she will
be known by her professional name,
Lucinda Clemens,

Hockley would like to prepare a
recording of Jeannolte singing his
own songs for students of music to
use in their studies of Metis folk
music. She also hopes to find a
woman who sings traditional Metis
folk songs; she has a feeling these
songs might be quite different from
those sung by men. There is some
urgency in this quest. One woman
folksinger that Hockley learned
about died before she had a chance
to listen to her sing.

“There are lewer and fewer ol
the old folksingers left, and their
memories are getting fainter and
fainter,”” Hockley said.

As for Jeannotte, Hockley mar-
vels that at age 96 he can still burst
inte the rraditional songs, remem-
bering the words and keeping per-
fectly in tune. She only regrets that
his contribution to Metis folk music
wasn'l recognized earlier.

“Wouldn't it have been beautiful
to have recorded himat 407" (0]
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Memories
Of Batoche

by Tina LaRose

ft is time again to celebrate the
culture of the Metis people. The
1985 eelebrations will be extra spec-
ial as we are reminded of what our
ancestors tmust have endured one
hundred years ago during history’s
North West Resistance aof 1885,
Since that time, many more hard-
ships have been experienced. Yet
the dream that a great leader and
tary others fought and fell to
realize, has been kept alive and
brought closer ro true realization
through the struggles of faithful
generations that have followed.

During the 1885 commemora-
tions, young and old alike will be ex-
periencing the selling pride of the
Metis Nation as they participate in
many activities that are uhigue (o
that culture in @ special way. Many
will jig to the overwhelming and
calming sound of the Metis fiddle,
while others merely clap and tap
their feet to the time of traditional
duance steps while the rich aroma of
baking bannock carry them back to
memories of what always seem like
better times.

The sounds of children’s laugh-
ter and reminiscing of old and new
friends will herald in this special
celebration. They will feel the ten-
sions of the day melt away as they
are touched by the smiling and
laughing faces all around them. This
is surely how it should be. Yel, we
cannol help remembering that the
ground we will be walking on was
once washed with the tears and in-
nocent blood of patriotic and faith-
Jul comrades. This ground will now
he annointed with the happy and
prideful tears of grateful and
equully pairiotic generations of
Jollowers.

As the Meris people take rhose
traditional steps to the gravesite of
our fullen brothers they will once a-
gain, us always feel the sting of eter-
nal years which call on the painful
memories of vesterday. They will
see the weather-worn crosses etched
with names that seem as familiar to-
day as they must have the day they
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were scratched on the timeless
stone. They will see the church
where many still enter to seek the
wisdom and consolation of a Great-
er Power just as Louis Riel and the
Metis of yesterday are reported to
have done so many times in their
day. See the bullet holds in the cen-
tury old walls. Feel the bullet holes
as they carry the troubled winds of
yesterday thraugh to your soul only
to remind you of the insignificant
refuge reprinted by the trusted,
Slimsy walls of a haunting authority,

For a brief moment, as you step
outside again and the sunshine
warms your flesh, the haunting feel-
ing leaves, until your eves again pass
over the resting place of so many
never forgotten souls. The desolure

site marks the final chapter in the
physical being of only a few of those
who were the players in that black
drama of the Canadian prairies.
And as you feel the tears well up a-
gamn in your already swollen eyes,
another sound intrudes your grief.
It is the unmistakable sound of
laughter and merry making, The
sounds of a new age which cele-
brates not the memories of pain but
of the great accomplishments which
those honourable sacrifices repre-
sent. They beckon you to the cele-
bration of life. They comfort you
with the assurance thal the Metis
Natian has survived and will survive
to know the peace that was willed to
you by your great leader, loiis
Riel. {1
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Green Lake:

A Historic Composition

By Larry Laliberte

Formerly known as Lae-Vert, re-
cords indicate Green lLake was
tounded as carly as 1786. Metis mi-
grated from Quebec through Winni-
peg and settled into this timber
country on the South end of the
lake. During that period, the Melis
werd @ nomadic people that were
heavily involved in the fur trade in-
dustry. The names Abbey, Tourin,
Fulton, and Durocher were but a
few of these hardy pioncers that
travelled many weary miles by Red
River carts and boals and settled in
the Green Lake district,

French fur traders passing
through the settlement noticed all
the green plants floating on its wa-
ters, which gave it a green appear-
ance. T'hus, the name Green Lake
was thought to be quite appropriate.
Initially called Lac-Vert, meaning
Gireen Lake in Frerch, the Enelish
version was adopted, because the
French language began to lose its
promingnce in the district,

Located at a spot between Fort
Carlton and the Methye Portage
and with access o the Athabasca
river system, the Tudson Bay Com-
pany (HBC), soon established a
trading post there because of s ag-
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cessibility to major waterways. The
locals were making Lheir living by
trapping, fishing and freighting for
the HBC from Carlton to Green
Lake, Ile-a-la-Crosse, Portage and
the Mackenzie. They were also
building barges, used on the Beaver
River, Ile-a-la-Crosse, and even
Churchill for the transport of fur to
Great Britain,

Asa direct resull of the HBC in-

volvement in Green Lake, more
people began o settle in the districL.
The fur trade was in full foree and
northern Saskatchewan was rich in
fur bearing animals, The Metis easi-
ly adapted to their new surround-
ings and became very instrumental
in the exploration of this new terri-
lory.

Historians have failed to give
credit to the Metis for their part in
the initial exploratiion of northern
Saskatchewan. Mast if not all, cred-
it was given to the French fur trad-
ers and explorers.

When the Melis pioneers weren’t
busy trapping, fishing, or hunting
one of their priority task was to
build houses. Incorporating the
methods of their European ances-
tors, they walked into their back
yards and fell enough trees depend-
ing on the size of log house they
wanted 1o build. For these projects,
the community would all work to-
gether while the owner of the log
house would act as foreman, giving
special instructions. Once the trees
were down, they would sirip the
branches and peel the bark. In some

cases it was necessary to lay the log

with the only instrument available;
an axe. The logs were then measured
and chopped to size and grooves
were notched into the ends. The logs
were then assembled much like a jig-
saw puzzle. Clay miixed with water
was used to cement the space left
between the logs. The roof was
made of hay and sod while the floor
was just the bare ground. It wasn’t
long before log houses were erected
on both sides of Green Lake.
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The lighting system was extreme-
ly poor, and when darkness [ell the
only light in their log houses were
the flames from an open stove. Fi-
nally one of the setilers introduced
what they called the “Biteh', Animal
fat was placed in a dish while-a rag
cut into a strip served as the wick.
The wick was securely fixed to the
bottom of the dish, and this absorb-
ed the Tat. Once the wick soaked up
enough lat, it was lit. This provided
sufficient light for reading, work-
ing, knitting, or enjoying some fam-
ily games,

The Green Lake Metis continued
Lo live this lifestyle into the turn of
the century, Of course the fur mar-
ket affected their lives directly, cre-
ating a somewhat flexible lifestyle.
One year you would work for the
HBC market, the next, if the fur
market was down you would be
busy surviving.

LAND SCRIPT

In late 1884, Riel and the Settlers
Union had submitted a major peti-
tion to the Government concerning
their land claims and demands. Re-
ports regarding the seriousness of
the protest were aceumulating in Ot-
tawa. Beiween 1878 and 1884, 84
petitions had been received from the
region on behalf of Saskatchewan's
Metiy regarding their claim to land.
It was undoubtedly the pressure of
these events which led to the 1883
authorization (o enumerate eligible
Hullbreeds regarding Script.

Shortly alter, Riel and his Metis
troops were involved in the 1885 re-
bellion against the federal govern-
ment. This stalled the matter regard-
ing Metis Land Script, however il a-
gain became an issue, some vears al-
ter the rebellion. Finally in the late
1880%s, 48 people [rom Green Lake
received land seript. Due to various
reasons, the foremost heing the ina-
bility 1o develop the land and the
people not realizing the importance
of their seript title, most scripts were
cither sold or lost through burcau-
cratic red tape. The Metis in Green
Lake remained landless into the turn
of the century.

In 1912 the Department ol the
Interior ordered a *'Special Survey
of Sguatters” at the North end of
Green Lake. Records indicate land
allocations were characterized by
confusion, obstruction, and erratic
surveying, To add 1o the problem,
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authorities would contradict each
ather as to how the land was 1o be
allocated to the local Metis. One
such authority. Homestead Inspec-
lor George Clouston, suggesied a
price of vne dollar per acre per year,
plus patent fees. He realized that
some local residents lived on their
lots for up 1o 40 years. The opportu-
nity was provided so locals residents
could buy the land, however at the
patent and registration fees, the Me-
tis in Green Lake did not have the
money, nor means of oblaining it.
Clouston, {rying to appear as if he
was helping the people, was noted
for terming the land in question,
“humanly speaking, useless.”

Issues were confused further by
inaccurate surveyings, allecting the
size and distribution of lots. Finally,
the government wanted the local
people to prove residence back 1o
1876 o qualify for a free grant. The
governmenl realized even those who
could prove their residence and
qualify feor the [ree land grant,
could not afford the patent registra-
tion fee,

In 1940, the provincial govern-
ment designated Green Lake as Loc-
al Improvement District No 986,
which was later sub-divided into 40
acre plots for lease to the local Me-
tis. The leases were just that, leases.

Title remained with the Crown,
as did the right of transler and con-
trol of all resources.

THE FIRST SCHOOL

The Roman Catholic Church
played a major role in establishing
the first school in Green Lake. It
was some local people who ap-
proached the church and suggested
the establishment of a school. Thus
began the initial discussions, which
eventually resulted in the establish-
ment of 5t. Pascal school. In 1890,
Father Teston, who came from lle-
a-la-Crosse to reside in Green Lake,
converted his 20 by 20 log house in-
1o a school, Apparently this log cab-
in was given lo the priest by a Mr.
Nicol Sinclair, a Scottish HBC Man-
ager and the father of Mrs. Gilbert
Roy and Mrs. Oscar Roy,

In 1893, St. Pascal School be-
came officially incorporated with
the Education Department of the
North West Territories. Father Tes-
ton served as the first teacher with a
salary of $300 per year and contin-
ued (o teach for ten years. When

Father Testen's other duties had
him in Meadow Lake and district
visiting Indians, Mr. J. B. Payette, a
Metis who worked for the HBC for
27 years would teach. Basically the
only subjects taught in those days
were English and Arithmetic. Father
Teston’s successor was Mr. Carpen-
ter of Meagdow Lake, who remained
at St. Pascal School for approxi-
maiely four years.

1921 school officials were; Peter
Villebrun, Chairman, Trustees S.R.
Bell and 1.B. Aubichon, and the
Secretary/ Treasurer post was held
by Horace MacBeth. One of the
major concerns the local school
board had to deal with was that
90 of the male population was ab-
sent during the balance of the hunt-
ing season.

St. Pascal school experienced fi-
nancial difficulties during 1937-38,
which lorced the school 1o close its
doors. The students were shipped ro
He-a-la-Crosse to resume studies al
the residential school there, While
there, disaster struck, and 19 stu-
dents died in a fire, including two
from Green lake. Manyv of the
Green Lake students ended up re-
turning, and again ellorls  were
made (o re-open 5L, Pascal’s doors.

Father Lacombe, who was in
charge of the school and mission
during this period, thought the best
solution was 10 have sisters as teach-
ers. Father Lacombe finally received
a favorable response from the sisters
of the Presentation of Mary and was
successful in recruiting six of them
to come to Green Lake and teach.
When they arrived, the leacherage
in which they were supposed 1o live,
was still under construction. There-
fore they remained al the rectory ol
the old mission. The rectory was a
little house 24 leet by 14 leet, which
was previously built Tor the priest
and was situated well over a mile
from the school, On the 14th day of
October, 1940, the Sisters Stanis-
laus-Koska, Principle and Superior,
Andre-Marie, who taught Grades
three o six, Therese-Qdile, who
taught beginners who did not speak
English, Joseph-Etienne, a Nurse,
Dorthee, who cooked for the con-
venl, and St-Thomas, Assistant to
the Superior, all moved into the new
Teacherage.

On June 7, 1945, excavalion
started for the construction of a new

continued on pe.33
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Update on Parks Canada

The following is a recent conversation bei-
ween BCC media ligison, Arlo Yuzicapi and
Norman Babineau, Batoche Laison, with
Parks Canada and the Batoche area Metis
locals.

AY: Maybe what I can ask you first Norman for those
New Breed readers who did not read your Profile in an
earlier article, what exacily is @ Batoche Ligison work-
er?

NB: For readers who don’t recall your interview of me
last year in the New Breed, 1 came on stream to facilitate
communications between Parks Canada (Batoche Na-
tional Historic Site) and the Local Development Board
which is comprised of members of the Metis locals at
Duck Lake, Batoche and St. Louis. The reason [ wanted
to talk with you today was to familiarize you and the
readership of New Breed with the current developments
at Batoche Site. A lot has been happening. Hopefully,
everyone has visited our national shrine and, even if
they have, they’ll be interested in returning for another
visit because of all the changes that Parks Canada has
undertaken.

AY: Well, yes the Batoche Centenary Corporation is al-
s0 hoping for a turnout in the thousands for Batoche ‘85
this summer. 1'd be interested to know what you mean
when you say “‘changes’?

NB: Parks Canada has been reversing the March of
Time. After a lot of public consultation they undertook
to effectively turn back the hands of time to restore a
vast area of the present-day site to its original ““North
West Rebellion” appearance. I personally think that
this is a terrific salute to the memory of our Melis ances-
tors, I1’s been a really painstaking restoration. Quite a
number of very gualified people have been involved -
historians, restoration experts, the works.

AY: Sounds impressive but what exactly have they
done?

NB: To date they’ve done several very apparent things. I
have to explain that even more of their plans will be
complete by Batoche Days with this phase of the project
finishing in 1986. When our people come to Batoche
this year, the first thing they'll notice is that the highway
Page 24

isn't where it used to be. The No. 225 highway was re-
routed around the historic features of the site. The pub-
lic now does not have to worry about getting run over by
vehicles when walking from the church to Middleton’s
encampment site.

AY: So what is it I'm going to see anyway?

NB: I'm coming to that but while we’re on the subject
of highway relocation, right now I'd just like to mention
the other effect of the highway relocation is it eliminates
modern-day vehicles from the battlesite which really
helps the visitor to feel he’s stepped back in time. In
fact, the original Humboldt Trail ran about where No.
225 was located, so what Parks Canada did was down-
grade the road surface as a first step in simulating the
old Trail.

AY: Won’t that make it inconvenient for people who
are used to driving right onto the site?

NB: Well no, not really Arlo. A road has been built
down into the site from the new Highway No. 225 loca-
tion, which now avoids all the historic features. At the
end of it people will find a new expanded parking lot.
There will be additional transportation from there to
other areas of interest on the site for the handicapped
and elderly people if they need assistance in that way.

AY: When you say restoration, do you mean restoring
old buildings, etc.?

NB: Yes, They’ve done that sort of thing in spades.
June 13th the Church will re-open and be completely re-
furnished with period pieces and furniture. Same thing
with the Rectory on July 14th. It will be quite a show for
people coming to visit for Batoche ‘85. While we’re on
the subject of buildings though, 1 should mention that
most modern buildings will have been removed from the
original site as well as the over-head lines and services.
So you can sort of get the picture now of what to expect.
AY: T think the timing is really good. A lot of things will
be in place for our celebrations in July, yes?

NB: Yes, a lot of the plan has worked out nicely. 1 just
wish that the new Visiter Reception Centre (VRC)
would be open. That's a treat we’ll have to put off until
next year.
AY: Whyis that?
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Honourable Sid Dutchak
Minister Responsible For
Indian and Native Affairs,
Government of Saskatchewan

198_’5 is a special year for Saskatchewan and its citizens. It has been desig-
nated as Heritage ‘85, a year of commemoration of our past and the cele-
bration of our future,

We have much to remember from our past, and certainly the contribu-
tion of Native people to our province and our history is one to be apprec-
iated and remembered. On behalf of the Government of Saskatchewan, T
would like to congratulate the Native people of Saskatchewan for their'
vital role in building our great province.

The North West Centenary marks one hundred years of peace in Cana-
da, an event of which all of our citizens can feel justly proud.

The United Nations General Assembly has designated 1985 as the Inter-
national Year of the Youth. The nations of the world celebrate the gift of
our young people in a theme of participation, development and peace.
The Government of Saskatchewan joins with all of its citizens in a spirit
of gratitude and commermoration.

By celebrating together our faith in our land, we unite in the spirit of our
Jorefathers who built our tand. In doing so, we pledge ourselves to work-

ing towards a future of which we can all be proud.

NB: Even without the delays caused by the changes in
government and subsequent delays in Treasury Board
approval for expenses involved in building the Centre,
we would not have had it in place for Batoche ‘85. 1 vis-
ited in Winnipeg with the people who are putting this to-
gether and was really impressed with their work. The
Visitor Reception Centre will do just that - receive visi-
tors. There will be food facilities and toilets, but more
importantly, the Centre will give visitors a background
on the history of Batoche. The historical interpretation
has been sent to the Dumont Institute and the Local De-
velopment Board for approval. There will be a museum
containing artifacts from the time but also a multi-med-
ia show. This last item is still in final planning stages but
we’ve seen a fair bil of the preparation to date. This is
going to be a theatre show which will tell the story of
Batoche in an interesting way. We’re working with
Parks Canada on that. It’s really a matter for a com-
plete other article sometime down the road.

AY: I'm curious as a Metis person, is it going to explain
Middleton’s encampinent - the apponent’s site?

NB: Yes, Arlo. To most people, me included, it looks
like a little bit of dirt piled up. But then again, so do the
rifle pits. This and all other aspects of the site will be ex-
plained at the Visitor Reception Centre. You have to
bear in mind that those bits of dirt are all thats left of
something much more elaborate 100 years ago, This
year visitors will be able to educate themselves about
Middleton’s encampment (called a Zareba) and the
former village of Batoche by way of educational exhib-
its. There will also be a temporary reception booth at
New Breed/July-August/1985

the parking lot where people will be able to pick up the
new park brochure. It’s a great souvenir.

AY: Our people are going to come to Batoche ‘83. It
promises to be one of the biggest and best Metis gather-
ings since the uprising itself. It's great Parks Canada
will have most of their plans in place for the occasion.

NB: Yes. I think it will be a good show, even at its pro-
posed stage of development. 1 hope that we’ll all come
out and visit our Metis home base. After the dust settles
on this year's commemorations maybe we'll get together
and discuss the VRC [urther. In the meantime I'll give
you a picture of it. The site and a lot of the recent work
areas are going to be extra muddy so try and stay away
from it until the period landscape is established. Parks
Canada is undertaking even another restoration project
at Batoche. Since the story of Batoche is better under-
stood knowing where all the trees, bushes and grasses
were 100 vears ago during the battle, Parks Canada is
also going to try and simulate the actual landscape. 1
think the whole venmture is exciting.

AY: I'm sure there are a lot of Metis people as well that
appreciate Parks Canada’s endeavours to preserve Me-
tis heritage for the generations to come. Thank you very
much for sharing this with us.

NB: Thank you as well Arlo. Anyone that would like
further information is more than welcome 1o call me at
the Prince Albert AMNSIS Office al 764-9532. Written
inquiries should be addressed to me at West Central
Region II, 30 - 10th Street East, Prince Albert, Sas-
katchewan, or call Parks Canada at 423-6100. [l
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(Jolden Stardust

Are we carbon, are we stardust?
We seek: the caretaker, laid in rust.

Following the fading trail, hearing the anguished wail,

Soft-trodden, the fresh fallen snow, soul ponders directions to go.
Technology drawing to the right, minus acknowledgement from the white.
Tradition slumbers on the other side, my brothers step with leery stride.

Are we carbon, are we stardust?
We seck the caretaker, laid in rust.
Are we blue, we seek the cultural clue.
Are we black, the prism colours turn their back.
Are we gold, both sides of the coin are cold.
Are we green, slowly being engulfed by the machine.
Are we white, approach is cautious, uptight.
Are we red, best of cultures we seek to wed.

Are we carbon, are we stardust?
We seek the caretaker, laid in rust.

We are a nation yet we stand alone,

Melting footprints against technological drone.
Striving to walk the white light,

We see the rejection by their sight.
Feeling at home in the red light,

Wihere to go when denied the eogle's flight

We are carbon, we are stardust
Awaken sage, laid in rust.

Sl

Dennis Robson
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PHOTO CREDIT-PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF CANADA

The Metis Struggle
For Independence

In The West

1870

By Don MclLean,
Gabriel Dumont Institute

The Metis communities that grew
up along the South Saskatchewan
River, such as St. Laurent, Duck
Lake, St. Louis, St. Antoine de
Padre (now Batoche), were impor-
tant in Canadian history for a num-
ber of reasons. These communities
were peopled by the French speak-
ing Metis, who evacuated from the
Red River area after the invasion of
Colonel Garnet Wolseley and his
troopsin 1870,

The Metis first settled in the re-
gion near the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany’s (HBC), Fort Carlton in 1872.
Here, they hoped to escape the per-
secution imposed upon their old
community of Red River by the new
Canadian government after 1870.
But even in the territories beyond
Manitoba, the Metis could not es-
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cape British/Canadian rule. Al-
though the Canadian federal gov-
ernment did not effectively control
the North West Territories (now
Saskatchewan and Alberta), it did
claim jurisdiction over the region.
By 1875 however, the only effec-
tive law in the North West Territor-
ies was ‘Metis Law’, having no con-
nection al all to the Canadian legal
system. Tor decades prior to 1875
the Metis economy of the Prairie
West had revolved around three in-
terrelated activities - buffalo hunt-
ing, subsistence level farming and
working as cartmen, voyageurs and
middlemen in the fur trade for the
Hudson Bay Company. The legal
system that grew from this way of
life were formalized and institution-
alized into a written code of laws on

Traders approaching Battleford, stockade

1885

December 10, 1873. Known as the
‘Laws of St. Laurent®, these regula-
tions provided for the good order of
the communities taking shape along
the South Saskatchewan River,
More importantly, they governed
all facets of the vital buffalo hunt,
ensuring that the rapidly diminish-
ing herds would be used in an equit-
able way to ensure the continuance
of this all-important food staple for
both the people of the Metis com-
munities, and the Hudson’s Bay
Company. Although the laws of St.
Laurent were very well suited to the
political economy of the region,
they were seen by government offic-
ials as a threat to both the Canadian
government (who had colonizing de-
signs on the area), and to the Hud-
son’s Bay Company who still car-
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ried on a lucrative fur trade in this
region from Fort Carlton to Fort
Edmonton. Under the old Hudson’s
Bay Company regime, all of the
company’s chiel factors had also
served as judges or magistrates so as
to ensure that no free trading in furs
could take place.

After 1870, the new Canadian
government, ruling the territories
through its North West Council, an
appointed governing body under the
wing of the federal government’s
Department of the Interior, contin-
ued to use Hudson's Bay Company
factors as magistrates. This played
into the hands of the Company. The
Hudson’s Bay Company needed
control over the hunting of the di-
minishing herds of buffalo in order
to ensure a continued supply of
pemmican. As a result of the density
of buffalo, Lawrence Clarke, the
Hudson's Bay Company factor at
Fort Carlion, (and magistrate for
the northern district), required Ca-
nadian law and Canadian police in
the district in order to wrest control
of the buffalo hunt away from the
Metis who still dominated and con-
trolled the hunt across the west,

In the early spring of 1875 Clarke
sent his faithful servant, Peter Bal-
lendine, and a party of Hudson’s
Bay Company hunters out lo hunt
buffalo. This action ran contrary to
the laws of St. Laurent, since it
could have resulted in driving the
buffalo away before the communi-
ties basic food requirements were
met, thus resulting in starvation for
many. Consequently, Gabriel Du-
mont was ordered by the Metis

council to arrest Ballendine., This,
A Metis brigade sets out for the buffalo hunt

Dumont quickly accomplished.
Ballendine was fined $25.00 and
his carts were confiscated. Clarke,
in his capacity as magistrate, wrote
to the authorities in Ottawa de-
manding a police force to be station-
ed at Fort Carlton to control the
Melis, who he claimed, were ‘‘pass-
ing laws of a cruel and tyrannical
nature’* Clarke complained:
*“,..unless we have a certain pro-
tective force stationed at, or near
Carlton the ensuing winter, 1
cannot answer for the result. Ser-
ious difficulties will assuredly a-
rise and life and property be en-
dangered...l have thus presumed
to address you not as an officer
of the Hudson's Bay Company
but in my magisterial capacity.””

As a result of Clarke’s alarming
reports, a substantial police force
was sent to Fort Carlton. The Metis
Laws of St. Laurent were invalid-
ated and the scarce herds of buffalo
became ‘“‘open game for anyone
who wanted to hunt them for sale to
the Hudson’s Bay Company. When
police investigated the events lead-
ing to Dumeont’s arrest of Ballen-
dine during this affair, the Com-
manding Officer concluded:

“They [Dumont’s party] caught
up to Ballendine, took his carts
and fined him twenty five dollars
and sent him back home. He re-
ported to the Hudson’s Bay
Company all kinds of things,
thus the excitement. It secms the
Hudson's Bay Company are the
cause of it. They supplied this
man with goods and sent him out
secretly ahead of the rest.”

Although the police recognized
that the Metis were in no way at-
tempting lo usurp Canadian law,
they were nevertheless, permanently
stationed at Fort Carlton where they
were used by Lieutenant Governor
Alexander Morris, to act as a coer-
cive force that was instrumental in
negotiating Treaty Number Six with
the northern Cree in 1876. Without
such a force he would have been un-
able to negotiate with Chiefs Star-
blanket, Mist-a-wa-sis and Big Bear.
As it was, Big Bear refused to sign.
Nevertheless, the police presence at
Fort Carlton did help to secure this
region that was vital to the plans of
the Federal government as a rail
centre needed for the colonization
of the west.

It is felt that Lawrence Clarke
was working with the blessings of
the Lieutenant Governor when he
orchestrated the affair that led to
the arrest of Peter Ballendine by
Gabriel Dumont. This incident pro-
vided the necessary excuse to bring
in the police who were then used as
agents of social control over the
powerful Cree bombs in the North,
The end of Metis law in the west re-
sulted in the destruction of the buf-
falo herds upon which the Cree and
the Metis both depended for their
very existence. A priest of St. Lau-
rent wrote of this episode:

“This affair had other results. It
was that the Laws of St. Laurent,
having no longer that right to
punish the delinquents naturally
lost all sanction. They extermin-
ated the poor buffalo with more
frenzy then ever, so that the po-

Photo Credit - Public Archives of Canada
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lice recognized a little later the

widsom of the laws. They an-

nounced, besides with the scar-
city of buffalo, misery and near
famine,””

When the buifalo disappeared
from the prairies the Metis of the
North West Territories turned to
farming as an alternative means of
survival, By the late 1870's the Hud-
son’s Bay Company was no longer
employing as many Metis in the fur
trade because agricultural settle-
ment was encroaching. Thus, if the
Metis of the North West hoped to
survive in the new economy, they
had te acquire title to the lands they
occupied. As well, they needed capi-
tal to obtain the expensive farm e-
quipment needed to move from sub-
sistence level farming to commercial
farming.

Meanwhile in Ottawa, the Con-
servative government of Sir John A.
McDonald was returned to power in
1878. The government’s new man-
date enabled them to move vigor-
ously to colonize the west and turn it
into an investment bonanza for the
eastern merchants and industrial-
ists.

The conservative government’s
plans, (known as the National Poli-
cy) were uncomplicated, The Indi-
ans were to be placed on reserves
through the (reaty process and the
Metis were Lo be shuffled aside, thus
opening up all the land in the prairie
west for the ownership of the colo-
nization companies. A privately
owned trans-continental rail line
(CPR), was to be constructed, large-
ly with tax money tlaken from Lhe
Canadian public. Once the rail line
traversed the continent, immigrants
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would be brought in by the hund-
reds of thousands to settle as wheat
farmers. Eastern industrialists, pro-
tected from foreign competition by
a system of tarrifs, would charge ex-
orbitant prices for farm machinery.
Profits were to be extracted from
the western farmers through the
grain marketing system and the
whole settlement process would cre-
ate an investment bonanza for the
bankers and speculators,

This plan, the National Policy,
had no place for either the Indians
or the Melis of the west, since it was
their land that the federal govern-
ment planned {0 use to generate cap-
ital for Canada’s entry into the in-
dustrial revolution that had been
taking place in Great Britain and
America throughout the 19th cen-
tury.

l1]':’.13&3113 success for the National
Policy could be assured the “‘Indian
guestion® had just to be settled, so
as to provide the stable climate nec-
essary for investment capital. As the
buffalo disappeared, the Plains In-
dians began to recognize that they
were in no position to fight a war
without an independent food sup-
ply. Since their traditional society
and their entire economy had de-
pended on the buffalo, the demise
of this species spelled disaster for
them.

To add to the seriousness of their
situation, devastaling epidemics of
smallpox had deciminated their
numbers, at times virtually wiping
out entire communities of people,
leaving the shaken survivors weak
and disorganized. Yet, under sirong
leaders like Almighty Voice and Big
Bear of the Plains Cree, resistance

did occur. Most of the Plains Indi-
ans, however had no choice but to
settle on reserves, bargaining as best
they could with the federal govern-
ment rather than face death through
starvation, and the federal govern-
ment used its control over the food
supply ta force Indians bands onto
reserves.

When Big Bear refused to sign
treaty number six, the federal gov-
ernment responded with threats of
withholding feod supplies, while at
the same time, denying sulficient
capital to those Cree on the reserves
to enable them to begin to farm on a
viable basis. In the end, these poli-
cies brought old chiefs to the bar-
gaining table, since Big Bear did not
want to see his people starve. Thus,
Indians resistance to the federal
government’s National Policy was
never very effective.

By the early 1880’s, governments
agents and police officials in the
west recognized that the Indians
could not wage a full-scale war.
Functionaries and police consistent-
ly informed the Prime Minister and
other officials of the Department of
the Interior that it was the Metis,
not the Indians, who were capable
of carrying an original resistance to
the governments plans for the col-
onizalion of the west, They consis-
tently advised the government to
treat the Metis fairly if it wished to
maintain peace in the west. Officials
did not heed the advise of their own
police however. Instead, they listen-
ed to Lawrence Clarke, who advised
them that the Metis should be dealt
with harshly. Clarke, as a local land
speculator was aligned with others
who had received large grants of

- e
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land near the present city of Prince
Albert. This was at the heart of the
country through which the main line
of the CPR was to pass.

One of the largest and best lo-
cated grants of land was owned by
the Prince Albert Colonizarion
Company (consisting of Conserva-
tive members of parliament and
their friends), This grant contained
the Meiis communilties of St. Louis,
Duck Lake, Batoche and St. Lau-
rent. The owners of the company, as
M.P.'s, knew of the governments
plans to have the CPR pass near
their holdings. Indeed, a major rail
centre and the potential capital city
of the North West Territories was to
be within a stones throw of thi§ pro-
perty. Thus, land purchased by the
Company for a dollar an acre would
appreciate to ten dollars per acre,
perhaps much more, when the CPR
was completed.

As a result of the needs of the
government and speculators, the
Metis who had lived for years on
this track of land near Prince Albert
were unsuccessful in obtaining title
for their lands from the federal gov-
ernment, The land title was being
held by the Conservative govern-
ment and speculators for future ur-
ban development and profitable
land speculation deals.

The Halfbreed and *“White”” re-
sidents of the region, located on
properties not owned by the Prince
Albert Colonization Company, did
eventuadly gel title to the lands they
occupied. Many received this title
just prior to the outbreak of hostil-
ities in 1885. In order to prevent
them from supporting the Metis.
Lawrence Clark, who became the
first elected member to the North
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West Council March 25, 1881,
worked with Father Andre and
other Prince Albert speculators to
petition the government to grant
land title to local residents. He was
successful in this, but Andre never
did get the title to Metis lands held
by the Prince Albert Colonization
Company. He was in fact, a strong
supporter of both the local conser-
vative party under the domination
of Lawrence Clarke, and of Mac-
Donalds federal conservative gov-
ernment,

Andre sent many petitions to the
government on behalf of the Melis.
These, and other petitions, were un-
answered in respect to whether or
not the government would relent
and grant them title as it had for the
other settlers. Metis petitions did
not see the light of day in Ottawa.
Officials simply buried them some-
where in the Department of the In-
terior, often denying in parliament
that they had even been received.

In 1882 the CPR syndicate pulled
a surprise move that smashed the
plans of the Conservative specula-
tors who had acquired land holdings
along the original northern route for
the CPR. The syndicate simply ran
the CPR through the south 200
miles from the existing northern set-
tlements. In this way the syndicate
regained control of western develop-
ment which simply had to follow the
CPR main line. In 1882, Regina be-
came the capital, and later Moose
Jaw became the major rail centre.

When the line was pushed
through the south, it left Lawrence
Clarke and the other Conservalive
speculators holding practically
worthless land, since it was located

200 miles north of the railway.
There was no way to move wheat (0
the international market place until
branch lines were constructed. Con-
sequently, a devasialing economic
depression hit the Prince Albert reg-
ion after 1882,

In 1883 a ““White’” radical politi-
cal organization emerged in Prince
Albert. Under the direction of Dr,
Andrew Porter, the first physician
in the North West Territories, and
young William Henry Jackson, a
liberal reform group known as the
Popular Movement, challenged the
Conservative political machine. Dr,
Andrew Porter ran against Mac-
Donald of the conservatives in the
election of 1883. These progressive
“Whites"" were receptive 1o a union
with the Metis. Indeed, they had a
good understanding of the negative
effect of the National Policy for the
west, and had incorporated Metis
and Indian rights into the election
campaign of 1883. However, Father
Andre steered all the Metis votes
into the camp of the conservatives
and as a result, the Popular Move-
ment was soundly defeated at the
polls. Father Andre wrote of this:

“The elections this year took
place in March, Two candidates
siood, Mr. MacDoenald, repre-
senting the Bourgeoisie (the rich)
and Dr. Porter for the lower
classes and Free Masons.,.but
thanks to catholic support, the
candidates of the (rich) has been
re-elected and to recompense his
Metis voters he pave $100.00 for
the election of the church of
Saint Antoine,”’

A short time after his defeat,
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L ouis Riel, a great Metis levder

Lawrence Clarke cajoled the illiter-
ate White farmers into allowing him
and his fellow speculators into the
farmer’s Union. He simply bribed
them with a gift of $100.00 dollars,
took over the meeting and had
young Jackson expelled. These two
defears for the Popular Movement,
set the stage for the tragedy that fol-
lowed. It successfully reported the
poor white farmers and the radical
intellectuals from the struggle of the
Metis of the region. After this de-
feat Jackson awaited the coming of
Louis Riel, who had been sent for
by a delegation of Meiis and White
farmers following a meeting in the
Lindsay district school house in the
spring of 1884.

When Riel returned to the North
West in June of 1884, control of loc-
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al resistance to the National Policy
passed into the hands of the Metis.
However, the tactics of resistance

remained much the same. Many
public meetings were held in which
all residents, regardless of race,
were asked 1o join the Political
Movement. Petitions asking for
provincial status and responsible
government were sent to Ottawa,
Riel pursued a moderate line within
the parliamentary process. How-
ever, Lieutenant Governor Dewd-
ney, bribed the Prince Albert papers
owner to switch allegiance away
from Riel to the conservatives. Once
again, the Conservalive Govern-
ments local political machine, with
its system of widespread patronage
proved to be indestructable. Soon
Riel was being condemned as a mad-

OLOHd AT A33898 MIN

man. White and Halfbreed support
dropped off. Dewdney passed an
ordinance forbidding the sale of
fixed ammunition in the region, The
Indians were told that they would be
rewarded if they did not join the
Metis. The federal government gear-
ed up for war with the Metis.

By March 1884 the CPR had
gone bankrupt. Construction stop-
ped along the line. This caused a
major crisis for the Nation as a
whole, since all its plans for survival
depended upon the construction of
the CPR. With no railway, there
could be no agricultural colony in
the West. Without such a colony,
capital could not be raised by east-
ern industrialists to enter the indus-
trial revolution. By this time it had
became impossible to save the CPR,
which had already gobbled up over
a hundred million dollars of the
people’s money.

Lawrence Clarke had been sent
to Otrawa by Father Andre as an
emissary of the Metis in February
1885. Clarke was asked to negotiate
tor Metis land claims, for those peo-
ple located on the track of land con-
trolled by the Prince Albert Coloni-
zation Company. When Clarke re-
turned from Ottawa on March 18,
while acting in the official capacity
as an emissary, he told Gabriel Du-
mont, *“Your petitions will be met
with bullets. Five hundred police are
on their way to take Riel.”” This was
a lie, but it caused the Metis to set
about raiding local stores in an ef-
fort to secure provisions with which
to resist the expected police attack.
This action was interpreted by Ma-
jor Crozier, Commanding Officer
of the local police garrison as an act
of insurrection.

The war that followed destroyed
the hopes and dreams of the Metis
in the west who wanted nothing
mare than the opportunity of enter-
ing the new wheat economy as parti-
cipating citizens. But it saved the
CPR from bankrupcy and the feder-
al conservatives from political obliv-
ion. When the CPR delivered troops
to the wesl to crush the “‘rebellion™
it was seen by the public as the Na-
tion’s saviour. A grateful nation
supplied the remaining millions
needed to finish the line to the west
coast. While the “‘rebellion” saved
the corrupt government and its’ Na-
tional policy, if left a legacy of 100
years of misunderstanding and rac-
ial strife for Western Canadians,
both Native and Non-Native. [}
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school. August 30, 1947 Mr, John
Poitras arrived in Green Lake to
take on the principal duties. On the
13 of October, 1947, the old schools
were abandoned and the new school
was open with four classrooms. In
1949, Mr. Waugh was appointed as
the new school inspector which was
followed by the nomination of three
school trustees on November 2,
1949. The successful nominecs were
Alex Bishop, James Elliott, and
Father Le Bre.

During the early 1960’s, a new
school building was constructed, be-
cause of the increasing number of
students. Throughout the following
vears, St. Pascal school grew ac-
cording to demand, The first gym-
nasium was added to the newest
school in the early 1970°s. The gym-
nasium proved to be the finest of its
kind in Northern Saskatchewan and
introduced new levels of recreation,
not anly for the students but also
for the residents of Green Lake.

Most recently, St. Pascal School
opened new doors to their most re-
cent unit, adding yel a new chapter
to the history of this educational in-
stitution. From a log cabin in 1893
to Green Lake’s most allractive
building. St. Pascal School has
come a long way,

CENTRAL FARM

In to the early 1930’s the Metis
population of Green Lake survived
through hunting, fishing, and trap-
ping. Other resources such as agri-
culture, and logging were undevel-
oped. As trapping lost its market
value, this generated income drop-
ped proportionately affecting a ma-
jority of local people. Welfare de-
pendancy rose, triggering concerns
from the Provincial Government.
The government began to realize the
need for development of a transpor-
tation network and a skilled labour
force to decrease welfare dependan-
cy. Through various studies, the
government became aware of the
agriculiure potential in Northern
Saskarchewan and Green Lake was
sitting on some of the riches fertile
land in that area of the province.
The government therefore estab-
lished subsistence level farms in the
district, partly to maintain a resi-
dent labour force and more impor-
tantly to reduce relief payments,
New Breed/July-August/1985

Initially, the government had no in-
tention to turning the Metis into
commercial farmers., The farms
were viewed as a resource to supple-
ment their traditional hunting, fish-
ing, and trapping occupations,

Part of the Local Improvement
District (LID), was set aside where
the government was going Lo estab-
lish a training farm, which later be-
came known as Central Farm. The
intended purpose of this govern-
ment operated facility was to
provide the local Metis with training
in agriculture and industrial skills so
they could eventually become com-
petitive commercial farmers.

Central Farm was initiated by
Tommy Douglas’s Co-operative
Commonwealth Federation (CCF),
Provincial Government, through
the Department of Municipal Af-
fairs. On the surface, the overall
project did have an appeal for a
community that suffered because of
the bad state of the economy, The
local people realized this agriculture
operation was badly needed as a
simple matter of survival. Central
Farm was first cropped in 1940,

The short term government in-
tention for the farm could have been
beneficial and as various reports
have pointed out, “The farm could
have become viable." Unfortunate-
ly training Metis farmers and viabil-
ity may have become secondary to
another concern of the government,
one that the local Metis were never
made aware of, That was using Cen-
tral Farm as a stepping stone in ex-
ploiting Northern resources, such as
lumnbering and later mining.

In supporting this theory, one
would just have to examine the rea-
son why the government shipped ap-
proximately 100 Melis to Green
Lake from Lestock at a time when
the locals were suffering the
economic slump. Nevertheless, this
movement provided a larger labour
force, which would be required to
exploit the North. Furthermore, this
sudden increased resident labour
force ensured depressed wage levels
for the Metis training at Central
Farm. At the same time the govern-
ment made purchasing farm land
virtually impossible for Metis who
wanted to branch out on their own,
This of course, ensured continued
dependency on off-farm employ-
ment, Taking these facts into con-
sideration, one tends to believe, the
original purpose of Central Farm, a

training base which was to allow
Metis to eventually branch out on
their onw, becomes an impossible
reality.

What ever reason the govern-
ment had in migrating Metis people
from Lestock to Green Lake, re-
mains uncertain, These Tamilies that
made the move, where not at all ex-
perienced in living in an environ-
ment such as Northern Saskatche-
wan, and more importantly the pro-
mises the government made Lo them
of free farm land, was never fulfill-
ed. Thus, the majority ended up
moving back.

Central Farm on the other hand,
continued to operate and the avenue
in which Metis farmers could
branch out was never put in place.
Throughout the years the farm basi-
cally provided employment for local
Metis residents. The farm did how-
ever, expand through the years. By
1960, they were 300 acres seeded Lo
grass, 54 acres in summerfallow, 63
acres newly broken, and 600 acres in
cereal crops. Even though Central
TFFarm eventually became a success-
ful venture, owned and controlled
by the Saskatchewan government,
its primary purpose of training com-
petitive commercial Metis farmers
was never realized.

By 1979, Central Farm had ex-
panded to 1,548 cultivated acres and
consisted of a total 6,380 acres. In
addition, the farm has yearly live-
stock production of approximately
300 head of cattle. The hog barn
operation has sales of about 2000
hogs per year.

It is difficult to determine how
much Central Farm profits on a
year to vear basis, because of hidden
cost, and de-appreciated capital as-
sets. Generally, the farming indus-
try has been suftering in the last few
years, affecting all farms, private
and otherwise.

Central Farm is now administer-
ed by the Provincial Department of
Agriculture. The Metis farmers are
all unionized, making them Provin-
cial Government civil servants.

The future of Central Farm is up
in the air. Recent reports indicate
the government may dismantle Cen-
tral Farm into private sectors. At
the same time the Association of
Metis and Non-Status Indians of
Saskatchewan (AMMNSIS), has ex-
pressed an interest in obtaining the
farm if it does indeed go on the open
market, ]
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Chronology

Of aN ATION b0 rearcnasecs

1885 -

1923
o

Wiel on (rial

June 1

After being released by Big Bear’s
band, Cameron, Dufresne and
Quinney eventually meet a detach-
ment of Strange's (roops, under
Maj. Dale near Frenchman’s Butte,

7 nurses arrive at Moose Jaw, under
the charge of Mother Superior of
the Seciety of St. John the Divine of
Toronto. Where they form a major
base hospital.

June 2

Middleton arrives at Fort Pitt by
steamer. He writes a letter to Big
Bear demanding his surrender.
June 3

Maj. Steele and his men come sud-
denly upon Big Bear's band at On-
ion Lake and fire al the retrealing
Indians.

Middleton starts after Big Bear with
a mounted force of 260 men.

June 4

A courier arrives at Middleton’s
camp at Frenchman's Butte from
Steele, telling of his skirmish with
Big Bear, 50 miles northeast of
Frenchman's Bulte.,
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N.W.M.P. ordered from Prince Al-
bert to Green Lake to intercept Big
Bear.

Second chase of Big Bear by Mid-
dleton.

Strange reaches Frog Lake to try
and block Big Bear’s escape.

June 6
Strange and his men reach the Bea-
ver River trying to cut off Big Bear’s
escape.
June 9

Unable to get his troops and equip-
ment across the second ford and
muskeg, Middleton abandons pur-
suit of Big Bear at Loon Lake.
Father Legoff pleads, in Middle-
ton's camp, for terms of peace for
these Chippewayans who are led by
Chief Beardy and who had been
with Big Bear at Frenchman’s Butte.
June 11

Middleton arrives back at Fort Pitt.
June 15

Middleton, Strange and Fr. Legoff
meet with the Chippewas who have
been with Big Bear.

June 17

Middleton’s scouts report the Mc-
Lean family has been released by
Big Bear.

June 20

Scouts report Big Bear is at Pelican
Lake, where Colonel Irvine and his
force are stationed. Big DBear is be-
ing followed by Otter.

June 22

22 captives of Big Bear’s band arrive
al the safety of Fort Pitt.

June 24

Strange and Middleton’s combined
troops arrive at Fort Pitt.

June 26

Base hospital at Moose Jaw closed
and the nursing sisters of St. John
the Divine return to Toronto.

July L

Big Bear, his youngesl son Horse
Child, and a councillor surrender
near Fort Carlion, 200 miles east of
Fort Pitt.

July 3

Base hospital at Saskatoon closed.
July 4

Col. Williams dies aboard the
Northwest,

July 6

Formal charge of treason laid by
Alexander Stewart against Riel
while Riel is in jail al Regina.

July 20

Louis Riel escorted to the prisoner’s
dock in the court room by Capt.

Richard Deane and Corporal Pig-
got,

11:00 a.m. Trial of Louis Riel
opens. Riel’s lawyers state that they
have not had time to prepare a prop-
er defence against a charge of trea-
son.

July 21

Riel files affidavit of U.S. citizen-
ship and requests court obtain the
certificate.

July 28
Trial of Riel begins.

Riel, in chains in his cell, questioned
twice by Drs. Roy and Clark.

July 29
Clark visits Riel for the third time.
July 30

Lawyers for Riel begin the defence.
New Breed/ July-August/ 1985
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August 1

12:15 p.m. Jury leaves the court, re-
turning at 3:15 with a verdict of
guilty but recommending mercy.

Riel is sentenced to death.
September 9

Riel’s lawyers appeal to Queen’s
Bench.

September 18

Death sentence reaffirmed by Otia-
wa.

September 22

Wandering Spiril appears in crimi-
nal court at Battleford, charged
with shooting Thomas Truman
Quinn, Indian agent at Frog Lake.
He does not deny it.

Seplember 23

Trial and conviction of Louis Mon-
grain, Charlebois, and Dressy Man.

October 1

Trial and conviction of Round the
Sky.
October 2

Trial and conviction of Bad Arrow
and Miserable Man.

October 3

Trial and conviction of Man With-
out Blood, Itka, Missinas, Copu-
nowayin, Peeyaychew and Wah-
piah.

October 8

Trial and conviction of Iron Body.
October 9

Trial and conviction of Little Bear.
Gctober 16

The second date sel for the execu-
tion of Riel.

Oclober 24

Riel's appeal to Privy Council filed.

by his lawyers.

November 7

Drs. Lavell and Valade make new
inquiry into Riel’s sanity.

November 8

Valade reports that he finds Riel
sane.

November 10

Third date set for the hanging of
Riel.

November 15

Riel notified he will hang early next
morning, While exercising in the
New Breed/ July-August/1985
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courl yard of the Regina jail, Riel
examines his scaffold.

November 16

5:00 a.m. Riel rises and attends a
special Mass being said in prison.
7:00 a.m. Fr. McWilliams, a former
classmate of Riel’s in Montreal, ar-
rives to aid in administering the Last
Sacramenis.

8:00 a.m. Sheriff Gibson arrives at
Riel's cell to conduct him to the
scaffold. Riel instantly replies that
he is ready.

8:18 a.m. Hangman Jack Hender-
s0n, a bitier enemy of Riel’s, speaks
of his hatred as he pulls the lever,
8:22 a.m. Coroner H. Dodds pro-
nounces Riel dead.

November 26

The day before he is to die, Wander-
ing Spirit makes his only speech ex-
plaining and defending his actions.
November 27

8:00 a.m. Wandering Spirit and 7
other Indians hanged at Fort Battle-
ford.

Madeline Welky wife of Gabriel Du-
mont dies in Minnesota, U.S.A.

December 9

Pascal Bonnean places Riel's body
on a railway car in Regina for trans-
portation to St. Boniface,

December 12
Louis Riel’s funeral at the Cathedral

PHOTO CREDIT - The Public Arc
The fast day nf (ne contemnea

of St. Boniface.
1886

April
Marguerite Monette Riel, wife of
Louis Riel, dies.

June 13

Six priests sign a statement to the ef-
fect that Louis Riel does not merit
the sympathy of the Roman Catho-
lic Church.

July 21

Dumont hears news of Canadian
government amnesty while riding in
a Northwest Show with Buffalo Bill
Cody in New York City.

1888

Dumont speaks in Quebec elections
against the Conservative candidates.

1890

Dumont returns to Gabriel’s Cross-
ing on the South Saskatchewan Riv-
er to retire,

1905

Saskatchewan and Alberta become
provinces.

1206

May 19

Dumont buried at Batoche.
1923

June §

Death of Ambroise Lepine at Forget
Saskatchewan. O
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BACK TO BAIC

FRIDAY
JULY 19th

SATURDAY
JULY 20th

SUNDAY
JULY 21st

MONDAY
JULY 22nd

TUESDAY
JULY 23rd

9:00 A.M.

Relay run begins at
Duck Lake on foot, 1o
FiVer, Canue across river,
portage to top of river
bank, then horseback to
finish.

NOON - 3:00 P.M,

* Relay run finishes a1
Back 10 Batoche site.
Winner breaks ribbon to
commence Opening
Ceremonies featuring
Metis. Federal and
Prowincial spokespeople.
* Mr. and Ms. Batoche
presentations

3:00 - 4:00 P.M.
Metis Red River lig
main tent

- history

— demonstration

4:00 - 5:00 P.M.
» King Trappers
Demonstration (main
Tenty

- history

— demonstration

5:00 P.M.
Mr. and Ms. Batoch
finals

5:00 - 6:00 P.M.
Winston Wuttunee
main tent

6:00 - 9:00 P.M.
Rodeo begins.

T:00 - 9:00 P M.
Culwral Drama &
Dance Performers  main
tent

hegin

Rodeo continues.

Cross-country Runs
6 km & l0km

10:00 A.M.
Horseshoe Tournament
begins

10:00 AM. - 4:00 .M,
Children's Activitie

hegin  childrens

11:00 A.M.
Tug-Of-War
Eliminatiuns begin
Bannock Baki
Comperition | Cultural
Village

spunsored by Sask.
Native Women's
Assog

NOON

Fiddling Competition
begins ‘main tent.

— sponsored by Prince
Albert Local 7

2:00 P.M.
ligging Con
1‘\3‘""3 Lman tent

— spunsored by Metis
National Council

Artists Workshops begin
(Culturad Village

4:00 P.M.
Square Dance
Competition begins

6:00 P.M,
Pow Wow Dances (main
tent!

6200 - 10:00 P.M.
Bingo & Casino (sports
arca

7:00 - 9:00 P.M.
Cultural Drama &
Dance Performers (m:
tent

9:00 P.M.

* Round Dance

* Dance featuring Reg
Bouvene. 53.00 per
person; 14 & under free

9:30 AM.
Procession o Batoche
cemetery

10:00 A. M.
Commemoration Services
at Batoche Mass Grave
Site

11:00 AM.

Fastball Eliminations
continue

Horseshoe Tournament
wontinues

Rodeo continues

11:00 AM. - 4:00 P.M.
Children's Activities

NOON

Fiddling Competition
continues (eliminations-
main tent

2:00 P.M.,

Jigging Competition
continues (eliminations-
i tent

Artists Workshops
(Cultural Village

4:00 P.M.

Square Dance
Competition continues
teliminations-main tent

6:00 .M. Pow Wow
Dancers (main tent)

6:00 - 10:00 P.M.
Bingo (sports area

7:00 - 9:00 P.M.
Cultural Drama &
Dance Performers (main
tent)

9:00 P.M. Open

9:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.,
International Indigenous
Youth Conlerence  main
tent

10:00 AM. - 4:00 P.M.
Children’™s Activities

10:00 AM. - 10:00
P.M.
Cultural Village

6:00 - 10:00 P.M.
Bingo & Casino (sports
arca

7:00 - 9:00 P.M.
Campfire Talks
Winston Wuttunee
main tent

9:00 P.M

Dance featuring
Lawrence Joseph Band
$3.00 per person: 14 &
under free

9:00 AM. - 6:00 PA
Inernational Indigen
Youth Conference

CONLINUes mam em

10:00 A.M. - 4:00 PN
Children®s Activities

10 AM. - 10:00 PM.
Cultural Village

600 - 10:00 P.M.
Bingo & Casing sports
area

7:00 - 9:00 P.M.
Amateur Aboriginal
Talent Competition
begins tmain tent
Song & Instrumemals

9:00 P.M

Dance featuring
Laurence Joseph, $3.4
e person: 14 &
Iree
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CHE DAYS 1985

WEDNESDAY
JULY 24th

I

THURSDAY
JULY 25th

FRIDAY
JULY 26th

SATURDAY
JULY 27th

SUNDAY
JULY 28th

'[—G:DEI AM. - 6:00 PM.
* Imernational
Indigenous Youth
Lamference continues

\

Natjonal Couneil
Assembly

00 AM. - 4:00 P.M.

hildien's Activities

10:00 AM. - 10:00 P.M.
Cultural Vilkage

a:00 P M. - 10:00 M.
Bingn & Casine sports
ared

7:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M.

4:00 P.M.

Dance featuring C-Weed
- S3.00 person: 14 &
ander lree

9:00 AM. - 6:00 .M.
il

* Inier:
Indigenous Yomh
Conlerence continues

i fent
= Metis National Couneil
Gieneral Assembly

10:00 A M. - 4:00 .M.
Children’s Acuvi

10:00 AM. - 10:00 P.M.

Culiural Village

6:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M,
Bings & Casine sports
are

7:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M.
Amuteur Aboriginl
Falent Competition
finuls

9:00 P.M.

Dance feauring CoWend
— 3,00 person: 14 &
under hee

9:00 AM. - 6:00 P.M.
Imernational In. 5

Youth Conlerence
9:00 A.

Faraball Elimirations
continu

Soccer Tournament

begins

10:00 A.M, - 4:00 P.M,
Chaldren®s Activitiey

10:00 A M, - 10:00 P.M.
Culiural Village

NOON
Fiddling Competition
CONILCS | main tent

2:00 P.M.
Jigging Competition
continites main tent

1 workshups
tlhiural Village:
Trappers workshops
1 Cultural Village

A

4:00 P.M.

S Dance
Competition continues
Lnulin tent

King Trapper's Events
(Cultural Village:

6:00 P.M. - 10:00 .M.
* Bingo & Casino (sparts
ared.

6:00 P.M.- 10:00 P.M.
* Music Festival (main
tent

9:00 P.M.

Dance featuring Laura
Vinson & Red Wyng
— £3.00/ person; 14 &

900 AM.

Fustbull Finals begin
Succer Trurmament
Finals begin

10:00 AM.

Harse Shoe
Tournament Finals
Begin

10:00 A M. - 4:00 P.M.
Children's Activitics

10:00 A M. - 10:00 P.M.

Culural Village

11:00 A.M.

Tug of War finals
Banneck Baking
Competition | Calural
Village

— sponsored by Sask
Nati
Association

¢ Women's

NOON

Fiddling Competition

Finals main tent
spomsored by Prince

Albert Loval 7

2:00 P.M

Jigging Competition
Finals (muin tent

~ sponsored by
National Council
Artist Workshops
Cultural Village
Trappers Workshops
Culwural Village:

4:00 P.M.

Square Dance
Competition Finals
\main tent

King Trappers Events
Cultural Village:

6:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M.
Music Festival (muain
tent

6:00 PM. - 10:00 P.M.
Bingo & Casino isparts
area

9:00 M.,

Drance fearuring Laura

Vinson & Red Weng
S3person: 14 &

under free

DULE OF EVENTS

10:00 A M.
Provessaom 1o Batoche
Cemetery

11:00 AM. - 1:00 P.M.
Commemurative Service

— Ruest apeakers

2:00 .M. - 6:00 PLM.
Bulfo

Pit Barbeyue

fea
fiddling.
dance and amateur talent
competitions

DARK
Farewell Fireworks
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MEADOW LAKE DISTRICT CHIEFS
JOINT VENTURE

Indian Governments of Saskatchewan

P.O. Box 1287
MEADOW LAKE, Saskatchewan
SOM 1v0

(306) 236-5654 (306) 236-5655

“Congratulations to the Metis
Nation and best wishes for the
future on the occasion of the
observance of a century of hope
and achievement from the Chiefs,
Management and Staff of
Meadow Lake District Chiefs.”’

Sincerly,
MEADOW LAKE DISTRICT CHIEFS

Ray Ahenakew
Executive Director
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Back To Batoche
Theme Song Winner

The Batoche Centennial Committee recently spon-
sored an extensive talent search and contest for the ex-
press purpose of choosing a theme song for the 1985
Back to Batoche celebrations. Musicians from far and
wide competed for the honour of having their material
chosen for this purpose. The competition was stiff but a
decision was finally made when the commitiee chose
Rocky Woodward's “When the Sun sets over Batoche’
as the song best able to convey both the message and
spirit of Batoche to the world.

Although Mr. Woodward could not be reached for a
commernt, this Native entertainer’s heart must feel warm
with the news of his successful entry.

‘When the Sun Sets Over Batoche’, is a highly emo-
tignal ballad that you will no doubt be hearing a lot of
during and following this vear’s special celebrations at
Batoche.

Following are the lyrics to that song, but we invite
you to try to find an opportunity to hear it only as the
man who wrote it could present it. He will be singing it
al Batoche so you have one more good reason to come
Back to Batoche in ‘85.

When the Sun Sets Over Batoche

In the spring of eighteen-cight-five

Brave men laid down their lives

Knowing all would be lost

On the prairie of Batoche.

Outnumbered by the troops of General Middleton
Sent to squash the Metis Rebellion

Young and old made their stand

For Riel, Dumont and their land.

‘When the sun sets over Baloche
When Riel mounts the gallows
Holding his cross

Will the fiddles hung on the wall
Ever be brought back down

To play once again

The Metis proud song,

They died fighting from rifle pits and trenches
In the cold morning sun

Nails and stones used tor bullets
Against! the cannon and Gatling gun.

On the fourth day, the twelfth of May
Was heard the last battle cry
Middleton's forces over ran the rifle pits and trenches
Where the proud Metis lie.

When the sun sets over Batoche

We will watch mounted horsemen
Following a ghostly cross

Across stormy red sky

And we’ll know all is not lost

We will raise our heads up high

As the sun sets over Batoche,

Music and lyrics by Rocky Woodward
New Breed/July-August/ 1985

Official Batoche Poem

The Batoche Centenary Corporation recently se-
lected the official Centennial Poem for Batoche. The
poem entitled, **Arrival in Glory™ by Leila Hill of Fort
Erie, Ontario will be used to promote Batoche ‘85.

Mary Morin, Co-ordinator of the Batoche Centenary
Corporation stated, ‘‘The poem encompasses the three
overlapping themes of Batoche ‘85: a commemoration,
a celebration, and a cultural renewal.”

The words are very commemorative of the struggle
of 1885, for not only will the Metis be commemorating
their fallen heroes, but they will also be celebrating the
continued strength of the Metis Nation while promoting
the ciilture of the Metis.

Arrival In Glory

Proud and free the red Metis man
as he ruled o’er the grassy prairie land.
Abundantly roamed the wild buffalo
to suffice a need a nation to grow.

For food, clothing and shelter did he kill
this gift of nature with incredible skill,
When warrior whoops sounded a victory
much jubilation filled every teepee.
Then one fatal day the invader came
inflicting the land and people with pain.

A civilized breed they thought we were not
that every last one of us ought to be shot.
Quelled by cannon and Gatling gun
a retreat for safety was soon begun.
Slaughter the buffalo is what they said
with their livelihood gone of them we’ll be rid.
Louis Riel, the leader a man without fear
proclaimed out loudly for the people to hear,
““We're going to die if we stay in this place
we can't let this be the end of our race.”

In a courageous battle were they Lo ensue
but weakened, outnumbered they were too few,
Louis Riel was taken and given the rope
his death for a nation an heir onto hope,
“Twas for our liberty that drove Native men to rebel
of a heritage pending a vision beheld.
Faith was of the fallen soldiers strong
his foresight we honour and continue on.
From the NorthWest Resistance a century ago
the remnant Metis did flourish and grow,
Remember Eighteen Hundred and Eighty Five
from whence an image to remain we do survive.
A nation intense to edify self through deed
to new fields of accomplishment we do accede.
Valued customs of old cherished on the way
to adapt in harmony for modern day.

In the home, on the stage a scene 1o delight
a culture redeemed in all of its might.
Sixty miles NorthEast of Saskatoon
is a historic revival occurring there soon.
For a festive summer celebration grand
we welcome you all to Batoche land.

Hail to Nineteen Hundred and Fighty Five
for the Metis in their glory have arrived.

Leila Hill
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History Rewritten

A vear like any other, though many years too late
A time when tear-stained eyes view the swinging of
the gate

A time of recollections and reflections old and new
A time to count the blessings though their numbers
may be few

A mirror stands before us, it echoes heartaches true

Dark eyes scan reflections of secrets still untold
trying to understand historic {ales of old

Who did what, when, where and how

And the why of all these questions grows wrinkles on
young brows

But the mirror holds its secrets captive in its
shallow depth

A hundred years have come and gone; the time is
passing still

Cur fathers footsteps hardly show in history’s
biased swill

But as fast as tracks fill up with mire that blinds
the hungry masses

New tracks of progress will we make in defeat of
time that passes

Fragments of a shattered past reflecting from a broken
looking glass ’

A new history will be written to correct the biased page
and the old will join the new in a proud and bold

new age

No more we will stand by and watch as others cast our
captive lot

We join the spirits of our past; we write the page that
all read last

New images shine brightest in the mirrored shield

aof honesty

By: Jean-Paul Claude

My Brother And I Are Free

1’ve Heard the eagle call my name

My time will come to pass

We will fly high and free

Just my brother and me

A mountain ridge will be my perch

The sky will be my honie

'l fly o're the land and sea

And laugh at world that always held contempt for me
The eagle, nmy brother and [ are free

By: Emily Major
Page 40

Images

The wind is screarming by my window tonight,
As the northern lights dance in the sky.
There’s a song in the wind my ancestors sing,
of day’s that have long gone by.

They sing of a place were the eagles did fly,

And their cry could be heard far away.

A place where the beaver and muskrat once lived,
And where the rabbits and deers used to stay.

They tell of a place where the buffalo ran wild,
And the water is cool and clear.

Where once our nations stood proud and tell,
but were saon to disappear.

They whisper of a place where many campfire once
glowed, and there was peace in everything you did see.
A place where once our ancestors stayed,

A place that still lives inside me.

The wind is screaming by my window tonight,
As the northern lights dance in the sky.
There’s a song in the wind my ancestors sing,
of day's that have long gone by.

When the world dies
Il hold out miy hand
And together will go
to the promtised land.

by: Daryl Piche

Metis

They rode red river carts.

They had proud hearts.

With mixed blood,

made houses of wood and mud.

100 years ago,

A life based on buffalo.
Trading between brothers,
now segregating one another,

A life now smothered,
by greed and gain.
Brother against brother,
buffalo versus train.

Many fell irr batile.
A war never won.
Drowning ratile
of a gattling gun,

Guns now silent,

Metis still strong.

Past more reliant,

what really went wrong.

100 years ago,

we did see a loss.
Metis spirit did grow,
back to Batoche.

By: Pierre Poitras
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Thomas Scort 1870

As the wes!t recreaies iis past,

who pauses to remember me

Sfirst sqerifice in the long conflict
over Native land claims?

Now that history is being rewritten
and the search for heroes is on,
Riel’s long shadow

hovers over the plains.

Traitor and madman they called him;

now revered as a mariyr,
Though my banes lie

inan unknown grave

my spirit haunts Fort Garry.

Is there even one postage stamp
that shows a blindfolded man
Jacing six Metis rifles?

By: Thelma Foster

NIGHT MARES

Sueaking up the stairs
Crawling on the floor
Standing very sttt
Watching me.

Lyes behind closet doors
Something under the bed
1tis there

Silenilv, watching me,
Liry to run

My bodvawill not move
Closer and closer

It creeps so slowly.

My body begins to sweat
Moy heart beals rapidly

I wake up screaming

My nightinare is over.

Lois Y andale

Poem

Seeds are born in the ground,

Rt sve can not. Becaise we dre hig.
And-onr mom andd dads cannor
Sind ws.

S we are horn in owr momny's
FHTY

That 's where we belong, not

inthe growand,

By: darmie Shannon Lee Jessop
Grade Two

Sutherland School

Kaskaroon, Sask.

New Breed/ Julyv-August /1985

ACCEPTANCE

Acceprance is saying its right

your future can be bright
to help you to be happy
instead of always snappy.

Acceptance is letting go
because it helps you grow

not thinking about the sorrow

but fiving for tomorrow.
Aceepranice is forgiveness
not minding others business
because if you give into pain
it witl always come again.
Acceptance Is remembering
the joy you used to bring
but now I can acecepi today
I need to live life, my way.

Darlene Delorme

Come Together My People

We the Metis Nation

Strugale for Metis salvation

Euvery Metis must fight

For our aboriginal rights.

Out people are poor

and our hearts are sore

But vet we must still strive

To keep our nation alive.

We hear our children cry

And we see aur people die.

But our struggle must go on.

Until all genocide is gone.

They pick at our remaining culture,
Like a flock of starving vultures.
Naw is the time to stand and defend,
Or our Nation will corme Lo an end.
Neo longer can we wait,

For them to seal our fate.

We have to fight together

Or remain this way forever

Dwayne Ross
Regina, Sask

How Do You Celebrate?

The wind is restless tonight.

It sighs through coulees

whistles through wolf willow and aspen
starmpecdles the prairie grass,

Where are the heroes? it cries

How do you celebrare

one hundred vears of peace?

Listen! Province-wide they assemble:
civic parades

speeches antd unveilings

poetry drama and dance lauding our past,
Only here and there—

but insistent-—

the beat of tom-toms

the shuffle of moccasin and feather.

Listen!
The ghosts of Riel and Dumaont
ride along the shining steel
gatlop over plains and ridges
lawgh above the towns:
Weare the heroes
Only wars make heroes
By: Thelma Foster
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from the Kitchen

Moose Bone Lard or Fat

Boil moose bones for three
hours on top of the stove or out-
side on an open fire. Take the
fat from the broth. skimming
with a spoon, and place in con-
fainer to harden. Then it is
ready (o eat with dried moose
meal, crushed dried mear or
pemmican.

Moose Broth

(Re: Moose Bone Lard recipe)

1. Drink as is—add salt to tasie.
Eat with dried moose meat.

2, Make a soup with it—mix
flour, rolled oats. meat from
moose bones, boll ogether
until thick like gravy. Serve
with bannock.
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Dried Mear

Cut a picoe of moose meat
{about 2 Ibs.) into 16-inch sirips.
Then place the sirips of meat
over the outdoor fire o dry.
When the meat is dark brown
in color, its cooked. Serve with
butter or moose lard. It can also
be cooked in the oven. This is
called panisu wan or pasta
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Crushed Meat with Onlons
Grease a frying pan with mar-
garine or butter. in the pan
combine crushed meat, green
onions, and sugar. Stir well
I\;Iyl:‘:;:::lsng Should be done
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Cracklings/IFat

Cul moose  far into small
pleces, Put picces ina pan and
melt the far unil all you have
left is cracklings from the far,
Use the fat for frying or making
bannock. You can cat crack-
lings separate from the fat,

G oups waler
2 iblsp, Mlour

Boll cranberrics in the water,
add sugar and siir. When the
berries are just about cooked,
add flour w thicken.
serve with dried fish,
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san and remove the
tadl Tfrom the fish,

¢ caning be sure o open
the fish from the back. Nexi,
thin the meat and remove the
bones, now lightly slice both
sidles of the fish wking care min

Or Sauee.
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Pemmican

(From pasta weyas or dried
crushed mearn)

Pemmican is made from dried
deer, buffalo and moose mea.
Crushed fat from the animals
and put into moulds (like a firm
ball). You can mix lard and
sugar or mix with cracklings
and let set. Can be used as a
base for soup. Another way
yYou can use pemmican is 1o
combine green onions, sugar
and bullter or margarine, Mix
well. Fry for about 5 minutes.
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Bannock

4+ cups flour

154 1hsp. baking powder

2ibsp. lard

21 Cups warm walter

Mix flour, baking powder and a

pinch of salt together. Add lard

to flour mixture, mixing well,

Make a well in the contre, add

water. Stir. Knead the dough,

Poke holes in top of dough be-

fore baking, Shape and bake at
30° until golden brown. Serve

with butter, syrup or jam.

Rolled Stick Bannock

Use the same bannock recipe
as on this page only roll the
dough on a stick. Bake In an
open fire, Be careful 16 turn the
stick for even browning.
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Etters

DearNew Breed:

1 would like to use your letter
page to express my reasons for being
frustrated with the administration
of the Ile-a-la-Crosse Village Coun-
cil. The Council made a decision,
without consulting me, that had a
bad effect on my livelihood. This ir-
responsible action has made it har-
der for me to continue earning my
living, but in the end such an atti-
tude will also hurt other people.
This is why I think it should be
brought out in the open.

I own a taxi business in Ile-a-la-
Crosse and was making a fair living
until last April when the village
council gave a license to another
person from the Village to start a
taxi company. I used to hire two or
three drivers but [ can no longer af-
ford it. T am sure the other cab driv-
er is not having an easy time of it
either. This decision of the Village
Council has made it harder for other
people to make a living.

The main complaint that I have
about the Village Council is that al-
though they are elected by people
like myself, they do not consult us
when they are making decisions that
will affect our lives. It took me four
years and $27,000 to build up my
business. It takes $40,000 a year to
keep it going. Yet, the Council can
destroy my livelihood by making an
overnight decision that the Village
will support two taxi companies.
They could have asked my opinion
about what sort of living one taxi
owner can make in this village. As
well, they should have studied the
situation, it is a village economic de-
velopment issue. More than that
though, they could have shown res-
pect for my experience as one of the
village businessmen.

I could have told them what
keeps a taxi business alive. Most of
the Members of the Village Council
are snug in their work as govern-
ment employees and have no experi-
ence in managing a business. The
Page 44

Councillors should keep in mind
that they are also representing mem-
bers of the community who do not
have the regular income that they
have. They are also representing fis-
hermen, trappers, people on wel-
fare, tradespersons and labourers.
When they are about to make a deci-
sion that will affect an individual or
a group within the village, they
should consult with the individual
or group for advice.

1 would like to suggest that in my
situation, that they should have
placed a restriction on the number
of licenses to be given to owners of
taxis. In my opinion, a village of
this size can support only one cab. A
north Saskatchewan town, La-

Ronge, has a restriction on the num-.

ber of licenses it issues. This, I feel,
is part of village economic planning
and a more thoughtful way to run
things. This consideration can later
save other village businessmen the
problems that the Council has
caused me. O

Another Voter,

-Jeff Morin

Dear Editor:

We commend the Metis people
for their progress and achievements
of the past one hundred years. We
wish you continued success with
your endeavours,

We would appreciate receiving
information on your subscription
fees, etc. and the price of purchas-
ing a souvenir edition. O

In Friendship,
Glennice Smith
Asst. Ex. Director
for

Viola D. Lerat
Executive Director

Dear Editor:

As a former Canadian resident I
was thrilled to learn of the relegal-
ization of Imperial measures. I hope

the people of Saskatchewan will
now start buying gas by the gallon
and petition the provincial legisla-
ture to follow the example of Nova
Scotia by restoring miles to the sign-
posts. Canada has now reached the
point where miles must return to be
congruent with acres, sections and
townships, or hectares will have to
be instituted to be compatible with
kilometres.

Kilometres are alien and impos-
ters on any map. One of the cardinal
principles of metrology states that
the value of any measurement sys-
tem lies solely in its ability to divide
into the maximum number of whole
number submultiples possible. Nav-
igation is a prime practical example,
where it is imperative to produce the
maximum number of whole number
co-ordinates for position-finding to
fly or sail by.

All ideal multiples for dividing
come from duodecimal systems.
Geometry renders an abundance:
the 360s of circumferences, the 180s
of semicircles and longtitude, the
60s and 120s of equilateral angles,
the 90s of right angles and latitude,
and the 60s splits of degrees of arc
into minutes and seconds. Time fur-
nishes the familiar 60s, 12s and 24s,
while the mile has the 3, 12, and 36
ratios of the foot, inch and yard.
This trio is totally compatible,

The kilometre can never be the
international mile in length, grant-
ed, but even if it was it would still be
functionally useless. Mo ten-base
system can be divided by 3, 6, or 12
to render any definite resolutions,
not even in fractions. In practical ef-
fect, there are no thirds, sixths or
twelfths. Making circles 100 degrees
and clocks 10 hours (which would
cripple geometry and time as effec-
tively as metrics) would still render
divisional results too horrendous to
contemplate.

Foreign pilots forget their metres
to fly in feet for two sound reasons:
they like to live, and it is far easier
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with our sexagesimal clock to con-
vert mph to ft. per sec. than kph to
metres per sec, Questions then arise:
why are children forced to learn ele-
vations in meaningless metres, and
why do metric mapmakers presume
to see no conflict with time and geo-
metry? Why bother to learn a defec-
tive, inferior system when you have
to turn to a superior one to be bailed
out?

Stonehenge was built on a | and
6-mile pattern which is probably
why we find the solar system map-
ped in a natural decimal mile pat-
tern. In ball park figures, rarely
more than 5-10% off, the Earth is
100 million miles from the Sun,
Mars is 150 (mean), Jupiter is ¥ bil-
lion, Saturn 1 billion, and Uranus,
Neptune and Pluto are further out
by 1 billion mile increments. The
Sun’s effective gravity reaches 50
billion miles and the nearest star is
25 trillion miles away. There is a
similar pattern in speeds of plane-
tary orbits ranging from the 110,000
mph of Mercury to the 10,000 mph
of Pluto.

MNearer home, the Moon is %
million miles from Earth (Cislunar
Space). The Earth/Moon gravity
system (Translunar Space) reaches 1
million miles. The Earth’s circum-
ference is 25,000 miles, its rate of
spin just over 1000 mph. The at-
mosphere reaches 100 miles. Mag-
netic North is 1000 miles from True
North, and so on,

There is a correlation between
miles and fahrenheit in assessing
wind chill factors. For every 1 mph
increase in wind strength deduct 1
degree F. On mountains, deduct 3
degrees F. for every 1000 feet eleva-
tion. Fahrenheit grouped all Earth’s
moderate temperatures between 0
and 100 degrees. How accurate he
was is shown by today’s extremes of
-128 and + 136 being virtually equi-
distant from zero. There is a similar
balance in the equatorial regions of
the Moon of -280 and + 260F.
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Isn’t it logical and natural to re-
cord hot days in the 80s and 90s in-
stead of the high 20s and low 30s?
As a water scale masquerading in air
(an entirely different element), Cel-
sius sacrifices double the accuracy
of fahrenheit with its too-widely-
spaced gradations geared to water,
Freezing point as a base is a sorry
choice as can be seen by its place-
ment a third of the way up the fah-
renheit scale. It is not even down in
the moderately-cold range. Fahren-
heit’s zero is far more important:
the point at which all the oceans
would freeze solid regardless of

their degree of salinity. Yet Fahren-

heit is still a true air scale. Would
you dig a garden with a trowel or a
hoe instead of a spade to give proper
results? Celsius could be made val-
id, however, if we started living in
water and breathing H20.

Canada once had a scientific
measurement system till politics and
Big Business interests dictated oth-
erwise. Isn't it time the people start-
ed yelling the metric Emperor has
no clothes to bring them back a-
gain?

Sincerely,
Ian B. Paiten

Dear New Breed:

This letter is to inform you of a
certain individual who feels he is be-
ing discriminated against because of
him being Mative, and of a certain
Administration Security staff hav-
ing a personal grudge against him
while serving time here at the Regina
Correctional Centre,

This man has been up on a secu-
rity range now going on three (3)
months for being suspected of an as-
sault on another inmate. This secu-
rity range being 3-D with 231/2
twenty three and a half hour lock
up. The inmate who was assaulted
has cleared him on that charge-thus
no outside charges were laid or In-
stitutional charges, but still the man

in charge of Security placed him up
on 3-D and still has him there for
that incident.

Two months ago, administration
sent out for this mans penitentiary
record to see what kind of attitude
he has and also to see how this indi-
vidual got along with other inmates.
His penitentiary record along with
his provincial record are good ex-
cept for this one incident, but still
they persist on transferring this man
out to a federal institute,

Administration reviewed him 4-5
times already and the last time Mr.
T. Lund was approached about this
individual, he said they were look-
ing at three options to do with him.
1/ Keep him up on three D" for
the duration of his time. 2/ Put him
back into population. 3/ Transfer
this man out to a federal institute.
The latter of course being what the
administration wants. This being
because they have viewed this man’s
criminal record, which, when one
looks at and judges a man by, it
tends to give the viewer a biased
opinion of him when this approach
is used alone.

What about his Federal and Pro-
vincial records?? Both show that
this man gets along good with other
inmates. The inmates here along
with a few staff think that this man
shouldn’t be kept locked up, but put
b_ack into the mainstream of popula-
tion.

This individual does not want to
2o to a federal prison because he's
not doing federal time and for hu-'
manitarian reasons - his family re-
side in the city of Regina, and by
transferring this inmate out, could
possibly result in a marriage break-
down due to no funds to travel and
lodgings if transferred to a peniten-
tiary out of the province or even
Saskatchewan Penitentiary in
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan,

Enclosed is a list of cases of rac-
ial discrimination, and one of his
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own account of his problems with
the mentioned security staff.

Would your office(s) kindly look
into this particular case and also
those mentioned on the following
page. O
Thank-you for your co-operation,
Elwood Nanapay-for
Alvin Norton

“CASES OF RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION"

1/ Cases of double punishment.
Sandi Johns was placed on 3-D for
the same reasons as Mick Davies.
Already Sandi is doing double the
time as Mick Davies.

2/ D. Bellegarde was put on 3-D for
the same reasons as C. McKenzie.
McKenzie done 21 days and Mr.
Bellegarde is doing 4 times the a-
mount of time as McKenzie.

3/ Alvin Norton. I was railroaded to
3-D by Mr. Tony Yanick. 1 was
called into the A.D.D.’s office
where Mr. Yanick and another per-
son were. Mr. Yanick said to me,
“‘just between you and I, you can
tell me’’ (referring to the mentioned
assault) I said just between you and
1 there is another guard besides you.
Mr. Yanick then asked that guard to
leave the room and again Mr. Ya-
nick said to me ‘“Between you and I,
we don’t have fancy ways of finding
out things like in the penitentiaries.
If you admit to the assault, there
will not be outside charges laid and
you will be placed on 3-D for a per-
iod of 21 days. It was at this time
that T denied having anything to do
with that assault. [ was in 3-C 15 vis-
iting with a friend Clarence Tiefen-
bach when that was going on. I also
have another inmate as a witness
which 1 wouldn’t disclose his name
because the institution will harass
this inmate. However as soon as my
lawyer prepares this case, this wit-
ness is prepared to come forward. I
have been reviewed 4-5 times al-
ready and have been recommended I
get off 3-D. One guard even asked
me what I ever did to Mr. T. Ya-
nick. I believe this man is personally
prejudiced against me and the other
Native inmates here.
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LOAN AGENTS WANTED:

If you enjoy helping individuals and firms solve their financial
needs, and at the same time earn yourself a legitimate and con-
scionable fee for your service in joining borrower and lender to-
gether, (after we have taught you our system), without disturb-
ing what you are doing now for a living, then this could be the
answer to your dreams and ambitions. (Please do not apply if you
have any objections to become a wealthy person). A $10,000
membership-performance fee is required, refundable from first
completed loans, {Based on 10% service charge up to $1 Million,
thereafter 5%, $1 Billion and over add 2% %). Write in strictest
confidence, or if in a hurry, call 1-203-848-8552, Dr. Louis Bates,
Bates Business Consultants, 123 Maple Ave., Box 233, Montville,
Conn. 06353, USA.

--OUR50TH ANNIVERSARY 1935-1985--

LOANS ARRANGED:

Debt Consolidation, business expansion, mortgages, venture
capital, aircraft and marine financing, farm and agricultural,
trucking, theatrical productions-stage-screen-TV-video, educa-
tional, inventions, franchises, mining, oil drilling, casino and en-
tertainment palaces, hotels, motels, ranches, or for any sound
purpose. Write in confidence complete details of your needs, or if
in a hurry call 203-848-8552, Bates Business Consultants, 123
Maple Ave., P.O. Box 233, Montville, Conn. 06353, USA., Telex
cable address "'Batfin”

WE ARE THE ONLY MONEY SERVICE IN THE WORLD (THAT
WE KNOW OF) THAT SERVES BORROWERS 24 hrs. per day
(8PM-9AM recorded service) 365 days a year. If you wish to be-
come an Associate Loan Arranger, write or call C/O Dr. Louis
Bates Sorrentino for details.
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SASRATCHEWAN INDIAN ARTS 6 CRATTS CORPORATION

‘W

\

Congratulations to the Metis Nation and
Best Wishes in the Future!

Retail/Wholesale Sales

Featuring - Moccasins, mukluks (plain and fancy), leather garments, Yukon Par-
kas and souvenirs for all occasions.

INDIAN TRADER STORE LOCATIONS:

2431 - 8th Avenue West Edmonton Mall
Regina, Saskatchewan Edmonton, Alberta

PHONE: 522-5669 PHONE: (403)-487-1146
Northgate Mall Prince Albert National Park
Regina, Saskatchewan Waskesiu, Saskatchewan
PHONE: 949-5122 PHONE: 663-5276

Midtown Village Mall Gateway North Plaza
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan Prince Albert, Saskatchewan
PHONE: 665-6977 PHONE: 922-0700
Londonderry Mall

Edmonton, Alberta
PHONE: (403)-473-2086

We ask those people who can do Indian beadwork on a piecework or cottagework
basis to contact us at our Regina head office. We have cowsplit moccasin and
mukluk vamps that require beading. A sample of your beadwork should be pre-
sented.

For further information, write to our head office:

Saskatchewan Indian Arts & Crafts Corporation
2431 - 8th Avenue
Regina, Saskatchewan

or call
352-1501
New Breed/July-August/1983] Page 47




LENTRE

CORNER OF 14th STREET AND 1st AVENUE EAST
PRINCE ALBEAT, SASKATCHEWAN

To All Centenary Visitors:

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all visitors to the Prince Albert In-
dian and Metis Friendship Centre in this the year of the Centenary.

The Prince Albert Friendship Centre is the host for the 14th General Assembly of
the National Association of Friendship Centres on July 18-22 and we invite everyone
to stopin for a visit on your way to the celebrations at Batoche.

Congratulations to the Mstis Nation and the Centenary Committee and everyone

have a safe and enjoyable time.

Sincerely,
Eugene Arcand
Executive Director

The Board and Staff of
Moeose Jaw

Mative Friendship
Centre

extend sincere congratulations to the
Metis Nation on achieving a Centuty of
progress! We commend the "peoples”
strength, determination and ingenuity
in being a true nation of survivors.

May the Creator continue to guide your
paths.

Netis ¢y
& /)’7(9
<

S

%

Fellowship 2,

3309 Dewdney Ave
Regina, Sask.
S4T OY9

Wishes to congratulate the Metis peo-
ple in acknowledgement of a century of
determined struggle and achievemnent.
We hope that the next century will be a
century of understanding and greater
co-operation by all.
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An All
Indian
Company

Serving
CIRIMA Saskatchewan
71 1Y QS
DEVELOPMENTS LIMITED
Transportation Consulting

SINCO Trucking has a fleet of 28 tractors and

over 40 trailers specializing in bulk hauling in-
cluding: Propane, lime, fuel, acid, and perish-
ables. SINCO is now an industry leader in the
transportation of hazardous products.

Security

SINCO Consulting offers a complete range of
consultants for program development and
evaluation, business planning and surveys,

Retail

SINCO Security has a large trained. force of

b & . SINCO Sportswear offers a full range of club
security guards specializing in industrial securi-

iackets, ball caps, team uniforms and t-shirte

ty on remote sites. for your club or organization.
SINCO Developments Ltd.
120-33rd Street East
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
S7K 082

Phone: (306)665-0911

“SINCO Developments Ltd. wishes to congratulate the Metis People
in acknowledgements of a century of determined struggle and
achievement. We hope the next century will be a century of under-
standing and greater co-operation by all.”

SINCO Delivers Quality and Setvice
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THUNDERBIRD

GRAPHICS

Pressperson
Thunderbird Graphics

“A New Graphic/Printing Company Re-
quires a Strong Lead Hand. 5 Years exper-
ience on a Multi-1250 LW. Company Bene-
fits.

This is a Federal Funded Canadian Native
Training Program. Consideration will be giv-
en to candidates familiar with Native Cul-
ture, and Experience working in a Cross-
Cultural Environment.”’

Please Apply to:

Thunderbird Graphics
Box 1349,

Stn. “F",

Toronto, Ontario
M4Y 2v9

{416) 920-1008/ 1008

Publications

The Institute of Intergovernmental
Relations

Queen’s University

Kingston, Ontario

The Institute of Intergovernmental Relations announces
the publication of a new series on Aboriginal Peoples
and Constitutional Reform. The six papers in the series
examine conflicting attitudes towards the principle of
self-government for Aboriginal peoples, identify and
elaborate different models of self-government, and
compare international experience to the Canadian situa-
tion. The papers may be purchased separately or as a
set. To order, write: Andrea Purvis, Publications Co-or-
dinator, Institute of Intergovernmental Relations,
Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario K7L 3N8G, or tele-
phone: {613)547-2619,

Background Papers

Aboriginal Self-Government: Rights of Citizenship and
Access to Governmental Services
Noel Lyon (510.00).

Forms of Aboriginal Self-Government
David A, Boisvert ($10,00).

Aboriginal Self-Government in Australia and Canada
Bradford Morse ($10.00).

Aboeriginal Self-Government in the United States
Douglas E. Sanders ($10.00).

First Principles: Constitutional Reform with Respect to
the Aboriginal Peoples of Canada 1982-1984
Bryan P. Schwartz ($15.00).

Discussion Paper

Aboriginal Self-Government: What Does It Mean?
David C. Hawkes ($10.00).

Set of Six publications {$60,00).

The National Association
Of Friendship Centres

Sesks A
Communications Officer

TO:

1. Produce a monthly newsletter for distribution to
the NAFC Membership and interested individuals/-
groups.

2. Respond to specific request and information needs
of the NAFC Membership.

3. Receive and maintain information relevant to
Friendship Centre Programmes and Activities.

4, Administer the implementation of an approved
Communications Program.

QUALIFICATIONS:

1. Highly developed written and oral skills.

2. Adequate training or experience in Research and
Data Collecting.

3. An understanding of Native Culture and Current
Native Affairs.

4. Fluency in both official languages would be an as-
set.

SALARY:
$22,000 to $25,000 depending on qualifications.

Resume Should be Submitted By July 26, 1985 To:

Personnel Committee

MNational Association of Friendship Centres
3-200 Cooper Street

Ottawa, Ontario

K2P 0G1
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The coordinator and staff of Native
Affairs extend congratulations to the
Metis People in acknowledgement of
a century of determined struggle and
achievement. We hope the next
century will be a time of
understanding and greater
cooperation by all.

Husky's Native Affairs function is
primarily responsible for Native
employment and business
development, and provides a Native
educational awards program.

Husky, one of the largest Canadian-
owned oil and gas corporations, is
involved in virtually every aspect of
petroleum activity from exploration
and production to refining and

marketing.
Husky

Native Affairs

Husky Oil Operations Ltd.
P.O. Box 6525, Station D
Calgary, Alberta

T2P 3G7

Telephone: (403) 298-6665

Regina Police Service

1717 Onster Street Regina, Susk o Telephone 306-569-3333

““The Regina Police Service wishes to
congratulate the Metis people and
acknowledge their growth and
achievermnent over the last one hund-
red years.

It is our hope that the future holds
greater understanding and co-opera-
tion by all.””

Saskatoon’s Most distinctive feature
just happens to be a grand hotel

Make your next visit a memorable one. Stay at a Saska-
toon landmark. Stay at the Hotel Bessborough - host to
satisfied guests for half a century.

@ toll free reservations. 800-667-8788.

® Special Group Rates

® Indoor pool, heated outdoor pool {in season) sauna,
steam room, mini gym.

@ 3fine restaurants

Best wishes on
your 100th

Anniversary HoTEL] \ T —
Thank you for
your past patronage 0‘%

601 Spadina Crescent East
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
S7K 3G8

{306)-244-5521

Telex 074-2204

Congratulations!

New Democrat members of the
Saskatchewan Legislature wish to
congratulate the Metis people on a
century of determined struggle and
achievement. We hope the next
century will be one of greater
understanding and co-operation.

Allan Blakeney, Opposition Leader
Dwain Lingenfelter (Shaunavon)
Murray Koskie (Quill Lakes)

Allen Engel (Assiniboia-Gravelbourg)
Norm Lusney (Pelly)

Ned Shillington (Regina Centrs)
Fred Thompson (Athabasca)
Lawrence Yew (Cumberiand)

New Breed/ July-August/ 1985

Page 51



South East
Area AMNSIS

South East Area AMNSIS membership
wishes to congratulate the Metis people
in acknowledgement of a century of de-
termined struggle and achievement.
We hope the next century will be a cen-
tury of understanding and greater co-
operation by all.

_/45.100'41!“/ pninfer.-l :-[.lfa/ .

1212 SCARTH STREET O O
AEGINA, SASKATCHEWAN S4R 2E5
= Lithographic Printing .
= Letterpress Printing
e Commercial Art
= Book Binding
e Four-color Process

FOR ALL YOUR PRINTING NEEDS CALL

522-5385 757-5239

TR A SO0 AP

ﬂf; Hi-F

1239 ALBERT ST REGINA

Congratulates Saskatchewans Metis
Community.

GABRIEL
HOUSING
CORPORATION

Gabriel Housing Corporation would like
to congratulate all Metis people for their
\past contribution and sincere participa-
tion in the development and struggleé for
the universal understanding that Metis
people have secured equal rights in the
community of Canada. The children are
our future leaders please give them the
opportunity to assist in our growth for
the next Century.

L. Kiyne and Staff

WANTED

Streetworker required for La Ronge Christian
Streetworker project.

Qualifications:

A competent counsellor with strong inner spir-
itual strength, able and willing to share it. Abil-
ity and willingness to discuss differing values,
beliefs and concerns in a caring non-judge-
mental way. A desire to enable youth to devel-
op their own inner spiritual strength and feel-
ing of self worth. Experience in working in a
cross cultural situation would be a definite as-
set.

Remuneration:
Salary and benefits $26,075 per year.

References:

Three personal or professional references re-
quired,

For detailed job description contact:

Nena Byl

Box 106

La Ronge, Saskatchewan
S0OJ1LO

Closing date: July 12, 1985
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